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PLA Main Battle Tank ZTZ96B

The ZTZ96 main battle tanks in service with the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) are a very typical weapon
developed by China. The original ZTZ96 MBT was a second generation tank based on the ZTZ80 MBT. It
was born the in the difficult time for the Chinese defense industry when China’s reform and opening up
process started. The tank was equipped with a 125mm high pressure tank gun developed with Western
technology. It owned the standard firepower of the third generation MBTs. However, its chassis didn't have
enough improvements when compared to the chassis of the ZTZ80 or even the earlier ZTZ69 tank. The
small engine bay hindered the installation of a high power engine. The weak maneuverability troubled the
Type 96 tanks for a long time.

Just like other not-so-advanced PLA weapons, the ZTZ96 was reborn in the new era. As its economy
became much stronger, China started to modernize its existing equipment. The ZTZ96B is the latest variant
of the ZTZ96 tanks. It has received a new engine and a hydraulic transmission developed by the China
North Engine Research Institute, which has greatly enhanced its maneuverability. The Chinese defense
industry designers and engineers managed to increase the power of the new engine and limit its size so as
to make sure it can be installed in the small engine bay. The hydraulic transmission makes the driving
process smooth and steady. Hydraulic transmissions have widely used in the Western tanks for decades.
In the Tank Biathlon held in Russia, the ZTZ96B equipped with the hydraulic transmission is better than the
Russian T-72B3 in aspects like driving quality and marching fire.

In term of firepower, thanks to the 125mm high pressure gun, the autoloader and the advanced Armor-
piercing fin-stabilized discarding-sabot (APFSDS) and multipurpose rounds, the ZTZ96B is as fatal as third
generation MBTs. As for the protection, additional arrow shaped modular armor similar to the ZTZ99A s
installed on its turret front. The ZTZ96B's turret sides and chassis front are covered by the FY4 Explosive
Reactive Armor. The ZTZ96B’s protection is much better than common second generation MBTs and is as
good as the third generation ones. With such upgrades, the ZTZ96 which was once a second generation
tank, can now compete with most third generation MBTs.

The type test of the ZTZ96B started in the second half of 2016. The test will be finalized and this tank will
enter military service in the second half of 2017. But before that happens, this tank has already taken part
in the Tank Biathlon in 2016 and 2017. In the rigorous competition environment, the ZTZ96B did well and
was ranked second and third respectively. Its amazing straight-line acceleration in competition with the
T-72, its running at full speed after losing one road wheel and marching fire with great precision all leave
people a deep impression. It is believed this reasonably priced but qualified tank will enter military service
with the PLA to fill the gap between the ZTZ99A and the new light main battle tanks.
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Kutanckun ocHoBHOW 6oeBow TaHK Tun 966 (ZTZ96B)

OcHosHoi Boesoit TaHk ZTZ96, cocToALMA Ha BOOPYKeHUn HapoaHoit-ocBo6oaUTENEHON apMun
Kutaa, nasnsetr coboW xapakTepHbld o6Opasel BOOPYXEHUS KUTaWcKoro npou3BOACTBa.
MepsoHakaneHo ocHoBHOW GoeBoi TaHk Tun 96(ZTZ96) cosgaH Ha ocHoBe TaHka Tun 80, Bo
BpemeHa Ha4vana lMonutukn pecdopM U OTKPBITOCTU, KOr4a KUTancKkas BOEHHasa NPOMBLILLMEHHOCTb
nepexueana TaXenble spemeHa. Ha TtaHk ycrtaHoBunu 125-MM rNagkoCTBOMbHYIO MNYLKY,
AOCTWUTHYB no atomy nokasartento OBT TpeTbero nokonexuns. Ho no cpaBHeHWIo ¢ TaHkom Tun 80,
ero waccu He BbINO MOAEPHU3MPOBAHO, W ABUTaTENbHbIA OTCEK, HE3HAYUTENbLHO YBENMUYUBLUUA
CBOW pasmMepbl He NMO3BONSAS YCTAHOBUTL MOLWHLIA ABuratens. OcHoBHOW NpoGnemMon TaHkoe Tun
96 cTana nopBMXXHOCTL.

Ho BpemeHa nameHunucb W tun 96 BbiN MOOEepHW3NPOBaH, HapsAA4y C OCTaNbHbIM BOOPYXEHUEM
HOAK B pamkax ob6Lero nuameHeHnsa soopyxeHus apmun Kutasa. TaHk ZTZ96B sensetca caMol
coeeplleHHOn moaudukaumen Tuna 96. Ha TaHke ycTaHoBneH OpPCUPOBAHHLIA AW3EnNbHLIN
ABWraTenb XWOKOCTHOTO OXNaXAeHWs, YTO MO3BOMWMIO YBENUYUTL MaKCUMamnbHY CKOPOCTb
ABmxeHua. Hoebll aBuratens coxpaHun rabaputel, HO umeeT GONbLIYK MOLWHOCTL, U MOXeT
ycTaHaenueaTbecs B UMmetoweecss MTO. A rugpaenuyeckas kopo6ka obecnedynBaeT TaHK nnaBHoe
u ctabunbHoe fBwkeHue. B YemnuoHaTe mupa no TaHkoBomy 6GuatnoHy, Tawk Tmn 966 ¢
rmapasnuyeckoi KopoBKov NpoAEeMOHCTPUPOBAN CBOIO OTAMYHYIO NOABMKHOCTL W BO3MOXHOCTU
no ctpensbe ¢ xoay.

Ha TaHk Tun 966 yctaHaBnusaetcs 125-MM rnafgkocTBONLHASA MyLIKa C aBTOMATOM 3apsikaHus, B
BK Bxoast OpoHeboliHble onepeHHble nogkanubepHsie u O® cHapagbl, Tak uYTo obecrnevynsaer
TMny 966 BbiCOKyld OrHeBYW MoWb. 3awuMuweHHocTs TaHka 96B obecneuynBaeTcs
KOMGUHWPOBaHHLIM MHOrOCNOWHLIM BpoHupoBaHuem B NoBoBOW npoekuunn, a GopToBLIX YacTei
BawHu 1 nobosol YacTu kopnyca yctaHasnueaetca BO3 FY4, B cBA3U € 3TUM, €70 3aLWNLLEHHOCTL
MHOTO Bbllle TAHKOB BTOPOro NOKONEHWA, U QOCTUraeT No ITOMY MoKasaTeni ypoBeHb TPeThbero
nokoneHnss OBT. Mocne Takux ynydweHuid, ucxoaHslt OBT Tun 96 BTOPOro NOKONeHWs cran
TaHKOM, cnocobHeIM cocTa3aTkes ¢ BonbwnHcTBoM OBT TpeTbero nokonexus.

OcHosHon Boesow TaHk ZTZ96B & 2016 roay 3aBepLunn UUKN UCMLITAHUIA, U BO BTOPO NOMOBUHE
2017 ropa ocuumansHO NPUHAT Ha BoopyxeHue apmun Kurtasa. Mepeg aTUM OH OBa¥abl NPUHSN
y4actve B HemnuoHate mupa no TaHkoBomy GuatnoHy: B 2016 rogy u 8 2017 rogy. M nony4un
XOpolwune pesynbtaThl, 3aHAN TpeTbe MecTo U BTOPOe MEeCTO COOTBETCTBEHHO. [pn cocTAzaHun ¢
TaHkoM T-72, Tun 966 noTepan onopHsLIi KAaTOK W BanaHcup, ogHaKo CMOT NPOAOIKUTE ABWXEHUE,
470 CBMOETENLCTBYET O [0CTAaTO4HO BbICOKOW €ro JKWBYYecTW, KapTuHa nNpoM3oLlleaLlero
npouseena cunbHoe BrnevaTtneHns Ha Habniogaslux COPeBHOBAHUA, YBEPEHbI, YTO AaHHbIA TaHK
noctynut Ha soopyxeHun HOAK Kutas v s3anonHuT HUwy mexgy TtaHkamu ZTZ99A v HOoBbIMU
NerkuMu OCHOBHbIMK BOeBLIMW TaHKaMMK.
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Read carefully before assembly.
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[@ The product Is a plastic model kit, please use the exclusive tools to assemble and paint. Read carefully and fully understand the instructi
before commencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child assembles the model.

[l Cut the accessories with the side cutters; use plastic cement only; stick the metal parts with the cyanoacrylate glue.

| Painting should be finished during the assembling. You need grind the colors before sticking the painted accessories.
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[mit p HeHa ans NbH Gopku. Mpu cop SAYeT UCNOMNL3I0BATL CNeUHAnbHLIE MHCTPYMEHTE! W Kpacku. Mepen Hauanom
c60pKM BHAMaTENLHO MayYuTe MHETpyKumio.Mogenkcram mnaawero soapacra TpebyeTca noMowk BIpoCNbIX.

Ma OT pamoK WTe Gokopesamu. Wenonsayire gna cBopxu wneii ans Ana YECKHUX A AYET UCNONL30BaTEL YhaHak-
PHNATHLIA Knen.
Oxpacky peranei cneayer s Tk B xoge cGopku. B coen 1 AeTanen KpPacky cneayeT yaanuTh.
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Tools recommended
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Side cutters Hobby knife Cement
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Kycauku UaHrossiit Hox Kneit
sk #®F JEAR
Pin vise Tweezers Cyanocacrylate glue
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Decal application
ATAET—0DEYN = N (1) Buipexure HyXHbiA drparmesT.
Wcnonsaosanne pekaneit (2) NomecTute B Tennyio Boay Ha
s o T = 10 cexyna.
@ AR LB T, (1 Cut off decal from sheet. Dy e—senysTy u_anﬁr. ! 8 Naponecwre gexans wa Tpodye
(2) ¥k REEE Rk PR 1040, MEHHE 2 Dip the decal in tepid water for about @ T—UEBEFBI10BELVELTH ST MOSMECTO, aKKYPATHO CABWHLTE
BETFSNHL, _ 10 sec and place on a clean cloth. FOHOLIBEET, KMCTEH0 MITH PyKO#,
x : {3/ Hold the backing sheet edge and slide @ BROILEFTHS, MHECHIZ7—9%25 (4) YaanuTe NOANOKKY W OCTATKM
© REERAGAE, WAUADBIMEE, ~ 4o o0, e 080 AR TEFILICBL T, Hen
@ MRk FES R RN EBHRSE (@ Move decal into position with a wet finger. (@ fRIdLAEIHTI—HEBELAHS, ELL (5) ArkypaTHO npuxmMuTe W pasn-
jes (5) Press decal gently down with a soft cloth EREFELES, 2AkLTe OT USHTPa K KpasM, yaa-
© ABHBREEKR, HEBERMK  untll excoss watar and air bubbles are gone. §) ¢ Ha MK TT—sDABORAEELELY AR BOIMOXHBIE Ny3bipLEN BO-
FAKGEEH 1k, P5. BLDIFBESIILTASELYET . 3AYX3 M OCTATKH BOABL.

mE LoE T o BEMNER—HRR, BONRERSERRET.

[@ There are four options for the model as shown in the drawing. Please select one option before assembly and refer to paint schemes for details.
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[l Hetuipe p KaK Ha pucy . Moxanyiicta, nepen c6opkoi BuiBepyTe P P Heta b IUSl YKa3aHa B CXEME OKPacKM.
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Wheel assembly @ B4 vc-202m77
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Hukhan vacTs kopnyca

Lower hull
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Attaching torsion bars
YcraHoBka TopcuoHa

HFds

wy hgacd

G o ST




FHTHPHAR

Lower hull parts assembly
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C6opka neTtaneil HKHeW YacTi kopnyca
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Attaching return rollers
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Attaching wheels
MENG RA—ILOEY T

YcraHoBKa KaTKoB

zam (€] DY
Drive sprocket
F34T 2704y
Beayuiee xoneco

Road wheel
a—FkhR4—)L
OnopHbIA kaTok

Idler wheel
TAEG—HRA—IL
Hanpasnsiowee koneco

1 | e A26
Track assembly @

meNG R tad

CBopka ryceHuubi

Mc-susmzsi|

AHds
Attaching tracks
BEHOmY T

YcTaHoBKa ryceHuub!

Assembly
.F

Fycenuua




FhLuiaas
Attaching upper hull parts
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YctaHoBKa getaneii BepxHeii yacTu kopnyca
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Attaching upper front glacis plate
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Attaching engine air intake parts
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Attaching rear hull parts
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YcraHoBKa getanei KOPMOBOW YacTu
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Attaching hull
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Attaching rear hull armor
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P4 vc-101/N90

A vc-106mo1

ERit4as
Attaching parts on rear hull armor
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Attaching fuel drums
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Attaching side skirts
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Turret assembly
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_ Attaching turret armor
menG B Al ik

)
YctaHoBka 6poHeBbIX NUCTOB GaluHu

14



FRMENES

Attaching commander's sight
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Attaching smoke grenade launchers & antenna
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Attaching storage baskets
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Attaching formation lights & crosswind sensor
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Attaching gunner's & commander's hatches
YcTaHoBKa NHOKOB HaBOAYMKA M KOMaHaUpa
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Attaching gun mantlet
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21 Anti-aircraft machine gun assembly
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Remote weapon station assembly
=N IR AT—avOAILT
MENG CHopKa AMCTaHLUWOHHO YyNpaBnseMon YCTaHOBKKN
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Attaching main gun & machine gun
FRALHEAKOIRY (T

YcTaHOBKa NyLIKK U MynemMeToB
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Attaching turret
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X BIFFBRBAAIEE RERL &P MRS L iE e 2017488
~ Tank Biathlon, Chinese Delegation, Alabino Training Ground, Russia, August 2017
OVFBEBES(FAR KSR PER 0LT7OFSE/HRE 2017487
YemnuonaT mMMpa no TaHKoBoMy BuaTnoHy, Kutainckan komanaa, nonuroH B AnabuHo Poccuu, aerycta 2017 r.
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Tank Biathlon Final, Chinese Delegation, Alabino Training Ground, Russia, August 2017 Body color
OL7HEAATAOLC RS $EE OLFOTIE/HEE 2017588 23]
YemnuoHaT Mupa no TaHkoeomy Buatnony, Kutainckas komManga, nonurod B Anabuno Poccuw, asrycta 2017 r. LiseT kopnyca
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[2] EFEE MR Hm SRR FENL BEHEE 2017467 e
~ Training for the Tank Biathlon 2017, Chinese Delegation, Western Theater Command, June 2017 Bo‘;)é!colur
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OLFEEAST7AOLREIE PEE HHER 2017468
MoproToska ans Yemnuorara Mypa Mo TaHkoBoMy BuarnoHy, Kuraiickan komaHaa, 3ananHbiil BoeHHbIi okpyr KHP, wiona 2017 . LieeT kopnyca
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(o] EFRBEIMREAEE PEIFA 55 L L a5 2016987
Tank Biathlon, Chinese Delegation, Alabino Training Ground, Russia, August 2016
OVFHBES(FAOCAE PEB DLT7OT7IE/58E 2016688
YemnuoHat mMupa no TaHkoBoMy BuatnoHy, Kutanckan komasna, nonurox 8 Anabuso Poccun, asrycta 2016 .
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[v] E1ERBALR PELATLARRS FEE 20165114 Fhe

" 11th Airshow China, North Industries Corporation Exhibition Area, Zhuhai China, November 2016 Body color
FNEREME FELAFIRAT FEKE 20166118 AR
MesxayHapoaHan enicTaska Alrshow China-2016, creqn Komnatum Norinco, “iy)ain Kurain, nosGpes 2016 . LiseT kopnyca
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