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KAMIKAZE TOKKOTAI

IN SPECIAL ATTACK LNITS

by Jan Bobek & Martin Ferkl

One of the most well-known words from the field of aV|at|on recognized even

by those with no mterest in the subject is kamikaze. It is associated W|th the
predominantly aerial campaign that began in October 1944 and lasted until the end
ofthe war in the Pacific. Duri During this perlod hundreds s of airmen sacrificed their lives
in service of the Japanese Empire

In Western civilization, these attacks are often referred to as suicide attacks, but
this term is actually a misnomer. The primary objective of these troops was not
suicide but self-sacrifice for the benefit of the Japanese Empire. Therefore, the
more accurate term is special attack unit (tokubetsu kogekitai, or tokkotai for
shart), which better reflects the nature of these military operations.

Special attack units were organized within standard military formations. Various
texts and sources published in Western countries often claim that Japanese
airmen were forced to participate in these units. However, this is not true — they
volunteered. In fact, especially during the first months of these units' existence,
there were more volunteers than available seats in the planes designated for
attacks. As a result, commanders had to be selective, prioritizing young, single
men with no family commitments, often college students. However, from the
outset, volunteers from elite naval families were also recruited into these units.
The voluntary nature of participation is further evidenced by cases where airmen
survived multiple special attack missions, either due to their planes being shot
down or experiencing mechanical failures, and subsequently reapplied to join
other units. Additionally, in multi-seat aircraft, all crew members were present,
not just the pilot. A common misconception is the belief that airmen undertook
these combat missions under the influence of drugs.

Anairman was only considered a member of a special attack unit if he successfully
carried out an attack on an enemy target with his aircraft. He did not become
a member at the time of enlistment or even upon take off for an attack. Those
who were unable to strike Allied ships, whether due to technical malfunctions
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or being shot down, are not officially counted among the kamikazes. There are
also documented cases where an aircraft en route to attack American vessels
was shot down, resulting in the death of one crew member. After an emergency
landing, the aircraft was repaired and took off again for its final attack, with the
deceased airman still on board. Due to his “physical presence” in the aircraft, he
was also listed as a member of the special attack unit.

On their final missions, special attack units flew with escort aircraft to ensure
that the bomb-laden planes reached enemy ships and to assess the outcome
of their attacks. It was not uncommaon for escort pilots to refuse to return to base
and instead join the attack themselves. The Japanese developed several escort
tactics, with two being the most commonly used. In the first tactic, each special
attack aircraft was assigned its own escort (or lead) aircraft, effectively serving
as its wingman. Behind them, at a higher altitude, another group of escort fighters
provided additional support. In the second tactic, the entire formation was led
by a single reconnaissance aircraft. Behind it, at the same altitude, flew the first
group of escort fighters, followed by special attack aircraft arranged in four-
-plane V formations. Behind them, at higher altitudes, two additional formations
of escort fighters provided cover.

The Japanese Naval Air Force established these special attack units and ordered
airmen to crash into enemy vessels under specific circumstances during the
Allied invasion of the Philippines in October 1944. The concept of employing this
tactic on a large scale had been advocated by some combat unit commanders
since 1943. Such an order was unprecedented in the history of the modern
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Japanese armed forces, and it faced opposition from figures including Emperor
Hirohito, Prime Minister Toj6, and Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi — who was
regarded as Admiral Yamamota's successor in naval aviation strategy. However,
the Japanese air forces struggled against the highly sophisticated defenses
of American carrier task forces. This challenge became evident during the Battle
of the Philippine Sea in June 1944, where Japanese forces suffered devastating
losses at an approximate 6:1 ratio, managing to damage only a single battleship.
This battle, along with previous combat missions, led many Japanese naval
aviators to believe that their chances of returning from a combat flight were
slim and that conventional bomber attacks had little likelihood of successfully
hitting enemy targets.
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destroy the Mongol naval forces during their attempted invasion of Japan in the
13th century. Officially, the group was designated Dai 1 Kamikaze Tokubetsu
Kogekitai, and within it, nine units were formed, each bearing battle names
derived from Japanese historical and cultural traditions. (Note 1)

The most experienced pilot in Kokatai 201 was Lieutenant Naoshi Kanno, who had
25 aerial victories. At the time, he was in Japan preparing to transfer new aircraft
to the Philippines. For months, Kanno had expressed a strong desire to organize
and lead special attack missions. He even had a note attached to his personal
bag stating that he was already dead, with his rank listed two steps higher, as

Photo: US Naval Heritage Command

Aircraft A6M2 and A6M5 from the Shikishima-tai unit, armed with
bombs, are taking off with a fighter escort from Mabalacat airfield
on October 25, 1944. Behind the Model 21 aircraft numbered
02-888, a Model 52 aircraft with the marking 02-112 is visible,
likely piloted by Lt. Yukio Seki. The pilot with a cast on his leg
standing at the front right is Cdr. Sakae Yamamoto, commander
of Kokatai 201, who was involved in organizing the first Kamikaze
pilot unit. He was injured on October 19 during an emergency
landing as a passenger in the fuselage of a single-seat Zero, piloted
by Lt. Cdr. Tadashi Nakajima, a former Hikétaicho of the Tainan
Kokatai.

Divine Wind in Leyte Gulf

American air raids on Formosa (Taiwan) and the Philippines in the fall of 1944
cost the Japanese Naval and Army Air Forces an additional 500 to 600 aircraft.
In October, Vice Admiral Onishi was appointed commander of the Ist Air Fleet
(Ist Kok Kantai) in the Philippines. However, due to prior American strikes
on Japanese bases, he had only about 100 aircraft of various types available on
the eve of the Battle of Leyte Gulf and the anticipated Allied landing. Although
Onishi initially opposed the idea of sacrificing airmen, he was ultimately forced
to adopt this strategy. He asked command of Kokatai 201 — a unit stationed in the
Philippines and equipped with Zeros, which had been training for months in “skip”
bombing attacks against enemy vessels — to carry out these missions.

Admiral Onishi, together with the command of Kokiitai 201, invited pilots
to volunteer for the special attack group but feared how they might react.
However, a large number of unit members eagerly signed up for this type of
combat mission, and disputes arose when someone was not selected. The unit
was named Kamikaze (Divine Wind), inspired by the typhoon that had helped

Photo: Martin Ferkl

The aircraft carrier USS Lexington (CV-16) is moored as a museum in Corpus
Christi, Texas. Also on display are the remnants of a Mitsubishi Zero that was
intended to strike the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise (CV-6) on May 14, 1945.
The aircraft was piloted by Lt. Shunsuke Tomiyasu of Kokatai 721. On that day,
Kokatai 721 dispatched the special attack unit Kenmu No. 11 (five Zeroes)
along with Tsukuba No. 6 (14 Zeroes), to which Lt. Tomiyasu belonged. The
Japanese aviator managed to crash through the flight deck at the bow of the
Enterprise, triggering an explosion below. The blast sent parts of the forward
elevator flying tens of meters into the air. Fourteen sailors were killed, and

68 were wounded. Eight crew members were blown overboard by the 500 kg
bomb'’s detonation but were rescued from the water by a nearby destroyer.
The attack left Enterprise severely damaged, rendering it inoperable for the
remainder of the war.
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Lt. Shunsuke Tomiyasu of Kokatai
721 with his Zero in the final phase
of the attack on USS Enterprise on
May 14, 1945.

Photo: US Naval Heritage Command

The damaged area in front of the
USS Enterprise's forward elevator
after Lt. Tomiyasu's attack.
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if he had been posthumously promoted. However, to his disappointment, he was
instead assigned to lead the fighter escorts for the special attack units.

The deployment tactics were developed by former bomber pilot Lieutenant
Yukio Seki. The approach to the target was planned at two different flight levels,
depending on cloud cover. Even when flying low over the water, the aircraft was
instructed to gain altitude just before reaching the target, ideally drop a bomb,
and then crash into the damaged section of the ship. This would compound the
destruction with the additional impact of the aircraft and the explosion of its fuel.
For attacks on aircraft carriers, the primary targets were forward or midship
elevators. The Japanese did not expect to easily sink the carriers, but their
goal was to disable them and render them inoperable in battle. In the case of
battleships, cruisers, and destroyers, the designated target was the bridge.

The Shikishima Tai is often considered the first special attack unit. Led by
Lieutenant Yukio Seki, the unit took off to engage the enemy on October 25,
1944, from Mabalacat Airfield in the Philippines. Its members are credited with
sinking the escort carrier USS St. Lo (CVE-63). Several other escort carriers were
also damaged that day, including USS Santee (CVE-20), USS Suwanee (CVE-27),
USS Kitkun Bay (CVE-T1), USS White Plains (CVE-66), and USS Kalinin Bay (CVE-
68). Most of the attacking aircraft were Zeros, as nearly all available aircraft
assigned to special attack missions that day were of this type — except for two
Suisei bombers. In total, 17 aircraft (15 Zeros and 2 Suisei), carrying 19 airmen,
participated in the attack. On the American side, 182 sailors were killed, with at
least 168 wounded. However, the number of additional casualties on the USS St.
Lo remains unknown, meaning the true number of wounded was likely much
higher. Despite its reputation, Shikishima Tai was not actually the first unit of this
kind. Earlier, on October 21and 23, 1944, two Zero pilots launched special attacks
from Cebu Airfield. The first was Lieutenant Tofu Kund, and the second was Chief
Petty Officer Sato. Like the members of Shikishima Tai, they were part of Kokitai
201, but their special attack unit was called Yamato Tai.

Battle for the Philippines

The Japanese Army Air Force engaged its special assault units in the defense
of the Philippines to a lesser extent about two weeks later. Unlike their Navy Air
Force counterparts, these units were composed largely of training personnel.
Concurrently, both Japanese air forces continued to conduct conventional attacks
on land and naval targets.

For the defenders aboard Allied vessels, this marked an extraordinary shift in
enemy tactics, initially perceived by some commanders as desperate to the point
of folly. However, the kamikaze attacks were immediately censored for the Allied
press, and an objective assessment of the strategy soon emerged. The Allied
command recognized that these were well-coordinated operations executed
with clear intent to strike critical parts of ships. Furthermore, due to the one-way
nature of the flights, the special attack aircraft had a greater operational range.
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If a pilot located the target early, the damage was amplified by mare fuel ignited
upon impact after the detonation of the aircraft's bomb.

During the Philippine campaign, Zeros comprised the vast majority of aircraft
used by the Japanese Naval Air Force's special attack units. From October 21,
1944, to January 9, 1945, Kokitai 201 deployed more than 200 Zeros in over
60 special attacks, with only a few failing to reach their targets due to unfavorable
weather.

Starting in late October, units in the Philippines were reinforced by Kokitai 221,
which was equipped not only with Zeros but also with Tenzan and Suisei aircraft.
This Kokutai also designated Zeros for special attack missions and integrated
into its ranks pilots from sunken carriers in the Battle of Leyte Gulf, as well as
pilots from carrier units previously assigned to land-based operations.

Photo: US Naval Heritage Command

A fire on the aircraft carrier USS
Bunker Hill (CV-17) near the island
structure after Ensign Kiyoshi
Ogawa's attack on May 11, 1945.
Among other damage, the bomb
hit the ready room with VF-84
pilots, killing 22 of them.

Destroyer USS Laffey after the
battle of special attack planes on
April 16, 1945, north of Okinawa.

Shown here is a starboard side

view abreast of No. 3 5inch gun
mount. Landing craft LST 677
is alongside.

A Zero piloted by PO2c Setsuo
Ishino in the final moments before
crashing into the side of USS
Missouri on April 11, 1945.

Photo: US Naval Heritage Command

During the campaign in the Philippines, the Japanese Navy deployed a total
of 421 aircraft in kamikaze attacks, 43 of which returned for various reasons.
Additionally, 239 fighter aircraft were assigned as escorts, with 102 lost in action.
During these operations, naval aviators claimed to have sunk 37 ships, including
five aircraft carriers, and were credited with damaging 68 other vessels,
including nine aircraft carriers. However, actual losses inflicted by Japanese
Army and Navy airmen in these special attack operations amounted to 20 Allied
ships destroyed or scuttled, including two aircraft carriers and four destroyers.
Anather 87 ships sustained damage, including 22 aircraft carriers.
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Battle of Iwo Jima and Operation Kikusui

During the raids on Formosa in January 1945 and the Iwo Jima landings, only
a few special attacks were conducted. However, in preparation for the anticipated
invasion of Okinawa, the Japanese Navy Air Force developed Operation Kikusui,
which was launched in coordination with the Army Air Forces on April 6, 1945 —
five days after the American landing.

To ensure and protect the landing, Allied forces, including the British Navy,
deployed 18 battleships, 27 cruisers, 177 destroyers, 39 aircraft carriers, and
hundreds of support vessels. Around the island, the Americans stationed
destroyers at 15 pre-designated Picket Stations to assist in directing defensive
fighter operations against Japanese attacks using their radar systems. Many
Allied vessels had limited maneuverability during these attacks, as they were
providing fire support to the invading forces, supplying troops, or evacuating
the wounded in the immediate vicinity of the island. Unlike the fighting in the

Photo: US Naval Heritage Command

Philippines, Allied vessels were positioned at a considerable distance from
Japanese bases on Formosa and Kyushu. In both cases, the approach route
was approximately 1,000 km long. During special attacks, Japanese airmen
gradually refined their tactics, optimizing flight paths based on changing weather
conditions and using the islands around Okinawa as obstacles to American radar
detection. The only naval fighter capable of escorting kamikaze aircraft all the
way to their targets was the Zero. Shiden and Shiden-Kai aircraft participated
in escort missions but only for part of the journey.

Oka planes and Zero pilots

During the battle for Okinawa, the variety of naval aircraft used in special attack
operations was more diverse compared to the Philippine campaign. Among the
most well-known were Oka aircraft, which were carried to their targets by G4M2e
Betty bombers. These slow and highly vulnerable bombers were escorted by
Zeros from the same unit, Kokatai 721. However, the Zeros were not just escorts
— they were also used as special attack aircraft, armed with 500 kg bomb. Many
of these were A6M5c models, modified to reduce weight by removing their 20mm
wing-mounted cannons.

The formation of these units, named Tenmu, stemmed from the fact that
a considerable number of pilots had been trained to fly Oka aircraft but, due to
a shortage of Betty bombers, had no way to carry out their final missions. In
addition to several Tenmu units, in May these pilots were reassigned to other
special attack units known as Showa, Shinken, and Shichisei, which had previously
included pilots from the Yatabe, Genzan (Il), and Omura Kokdtai training units.

A member of Tenmu Unit No. 5, PO2c Setsuo Ishino, received special military
honors — albeit from the side he likely never expected. On April 11, 1945, he
took off from Kanoya Base shortly after noon in a Zero Model 52c. His original
target was the aircraft carrier USS Intrepid (CV-11), but accurate anti-aircraft
fire forced him to change course and head for the battleship USS Missouri
(BB-63) instead. He aimed his Zero at the starboard side of the ship, but the 500
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kg bomb he was carrying failed to detonate. As a result, the battleship sustained
only minimal damage, and no American sailors were killed. Ishina's remains were
found aboard the ship. Despite objections from his crew, USS Missouri's captain,
William M. Callahan, decided to bury the Japanese aviator at sea with full honors,
including the use of a hastily made Japanese flag. (Note 2)

A month later, on May 11, 1945, two members of Showa Unit No. 7 successfully
struck the aircraft carrier USS Bunker Hill (CV-17), causing severe damage. The
attack is credited to Seizo Yasunori and Kiyoshi Ogawa, both members of Hikotai
306, a fighter squadron assigned to Kokitai 721. They took off on their final
mission at 06:40 from Kanoya Base in southern Kyisha.

Their Zeros hit the Bunker Hill just after 10:00 AM, resulting in 396 sailors killed
and 264 wounded — the highest number of US. casualties on a single vessel
caused by this type of attack. The carrier was forced to return to the United States
for repairs and did not return to combat. (Note 3)

NOTES

1 An interesting issue is the transcription of the term “divine wind,” for which “kamikaze” has become the
established term, particularly in reference to Japanese aviators, including in contemporary Japanese media.
The name consists of two characters (i J&.), pronounced “kamikaze” in Japanese transcription and “shinpd”
in Sino-Japanese transcription. Both variants are correct, but their usage depends on context. For example, the
Japanese Navy had two classes of Kamikaze destroyers in the first half of the 20th century. Veterans of Kokitai
201, in a memoir published in 1958 in collaboration with American historians, stated that the term ,Kamikaze"
should be used exclusively for naval aviators in special attack units. This name was commonly used in the
designation of many 1IN special attack units. After the war, the word “kamikaze” took on a slightly pejorative
connotation in Japan and was sometimes used to describe reckless or foolish actions. For instance, a taxi driver
engaging in risky driving might be described as a “kamikaze taxi.” Notably, in the Army Air Force special attack
units, the term “divine wind” was never used. Instead, the Japanese 6™ Air Army employed the term Shinbu-tai
(IR AR for special attack units during the defense of Okinawa. The term “shinbu” can be loosely translated
as “military might,” though it carries additional combat-related meanings. Occasionally, the terms shinpd and
shinbu are mistakenly used interchangeably when referring to naval and army special attack units.

2 The identification of Ishino as the pilot of the Zero that struck the USS Missouri is not definitive. Another
possible, though Less likely, candidate is Petty Officer 2nd Class Kenkishi (Kanekichi) Ishii, who was a member
of the same special attack unit as Ishino. However, Ishii is credited with an unsuccessful attack on the USS
Wisconsin (BB-64).

3 Several sources list the Seizd/Ogawa pair as the pilots responsible for damaging the USS Bunker Hill.
However, Dan King, author of a publication on Kokatai 721, attributes the damage to other pilots. He identifies
Seizd as the pilot of the Zero that was shot down during the attack and places him in Tenmu Unit No. 10.

4 The “(Il)" in Genzan (Il) Kakitai indicates that it was the second unit with the same name in sequence.

The first Genzan Kokiitai was equipped with G3M Nell and G4M Betty bombers and saw combat during the
early phase of the Pacific War. In November 1942, it was renamed Kokiitai 755. It is also possible to encounter
the designation “(2)" in the unit's name. In such cases, this indicates that two units with the same name existed
simultaneously, with the numeral “2” used to distinguish them.

Zero trainers in Okinawa battle

The two-seat A6M2-K Zero trainer was also used in special attack operations.
These aircraft came from training units that also organized special attack units,
including Tsukuba Kokatai, Yatabe Koktai, Genzan (1) Kokitai, Omura Kokatai,
and Kasumigaura Kokdtai (Note 4). As these were based on the Zero Type 21, they
were equipped with weaker engines and carried 250 kg bomb mounted under
the fuselage.

Flight deck of USS Langley (CVL-27) under repair after being hit by a kamikaze,
off Formosa, 21 January 1945.




Photo: US Naval Heritage Command

The A6M5 Type 52c aircraft taking off on a special attack mission. A 500kg
bomb is mounted under the fuselage, and the cannons have been removed
to reduce weight. Only two machine guns were left in the wings.

Photo: US Naval Heritage Command
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The British aircraft carrier HMS Formidable in May 1945 after a kamikaze
attack. The armored decks of British aircraft carriers withstood enemy attacks
much better than the decks of American carriers.

Assessment of the special attacks at Okinawa

During the battle for Okinawa, from early April to late June 1945, the Japanese
Naval and Army Air Forces deployed approximately 1,800 aircraft in special
attack operations, resulting in the deaths of around 3,000 airmen. By the spring
of 1945, some airmen were no longer volunteering for these missions and were
instead forced into special attack operations, a practice that sparked protests
within parts of the Japanese command. Some pilots even refused to carry out
these missions, repeatedly returning to base from bombing flights.

In this operation, Zero aircraft piloted by kamikaze pilots were deployed not only
by the previously mentioned Kokitai 721 and training units but also by Kokitai
601, 252, and 210. Fighter escort missions using Zero aircraft were provided by
Kokitai 352 and 131, with the latter also conducting night flights against Allied
night fighters along the route between Kytshad and Okinawa.

Special attack units were not limited to aircraft, they also utilized boats, Kaiten
manned torpedoes, and other combat assets. On the Allied side, an average of
1.5 vessels were struck daily off Okinawa, and the relentless attacks, combined
with constant high-alert conditions, led to severe mental and moral exhaustion
among many crew members.

During the campaign, approximately 40 Allied vessels were either sunk or
damaged beyond repair, with three-quarters of them being destroyers patrolling
the Picket Stations. Perhaps the most famous destroyer on this mission was
the USS Laffey, which, on April 16, 1945, withstood an attack by approximately
50 (presumably Army) special attack aircraft. About half of these attackers were
shot down by US. Navy and USMC fighters, while others were destroyed by the
destroyer's anti-aircraft defenses. However, the vessel was struck by four bombs
and rammed by eight Japanese aircraft.

6

During the battles off Okinawa, nearly 200 additional vessels were damaged
by special attack units, including twelve US. aircraft carriers, among them the
USS Enterprise. The British aircraft carrier HMS Illustrious was also damaged.
Nearly 5000 crew members aboard American ships were killed, with
approximately the same number wounded, in Japanese attacks. Hundreds
of casualties also occurred aboard British and Dutch vessels as a result of these
attacks.

Between March 18 and June 22,1945, US. forces engaged in intense aerial battles
with Japanese airmen. US. Navy (USN) fighters claimed 1,594 aerial victories,
while US. Marine Corps (USMC) pilots scored 631 kills, and US. Army Air Forces
(USAAF) pilots shot down 101 enemy aircraft. A significant portion of these
victories were achieved while defending Allied vessels from kamikaze raids.

The legacy of kamikaze pilots

The effectiveness of special attack operations has long been debated. While
it is undeniable that these tactics did not prevent Japan's defeat, Japanese
airmen nonetheless managed to strike, damage, or sink a significant number
of American vessels, including aircraft carriers. The threat they posed was
so severe that the Americans were forced to implement numerous defensive
measures, such as deploying forward-positioned destroyers equipped with
radar and establishing an air patrol system. The fear of these attacks during the
planned invasion of Japan was one of the factors that contributed to the decision
to drop the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Shortly after Japan's surrender and the lifting of wartime censorship, the
Japanese military command, particularly those responsible for the special
attack units, became the target of criticism from religious leaders, intellectuals
and scholars. Many former special attack unit pilots, if recognized in public, even
faced insults and hostility.

Gradually, however, public opinion began to shift. Farewell letters from kamikaze
pilots were published, surviving veterans shared their testimonies, and with
the opening of the Chiran Peace Museum for Kamikaze Pilots, numerous other
memorials dedicated to these pilots were established, including approximately
200 websites.

The names of 5,843 members of the special attack units are inscribed at Yasukuni
Shrine, which honors those who gave their lives for their country — a distinction
considered a great honor. The aforementioned Setsuo Ishino also referenced
Yasukuni in his farewell letter to his mother, writing: “The day when we meet next
will be under the splendid flowers at Yasukuni Shrine.”

Photo: Martin Ferkl

The destroyer USS Kidd (DD-661) is currently stationed in Baton Rouge,
serving as a museum. As part of its display, visitors can see the wreckage

of a Japanese aircraft that crashed into the ship on April 11, 1945. The aircraft
was believed to be a Mitsubishi Zero, piloted by Lt. Yaguchi of Kokatai 721. He
engaged the enemy as a member of the special attack unit Tenmu No. 5 and
sent a message to launch the attack at 2:10 p.m. His Zero struck the forward
boiler room, but the 500 kg bomb passed through the fuselage and detonated
in the water. Despite this, Yaguchi's attack resulted in 38 American sailors killed
and 55 wounded. The USS Kidd sustained serious damage, requiring repairs in
the United States, and never returned to combat.
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= Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of reach of small children.

ZIN Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

i Pred zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni navod. Pfi pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobre vétrané mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného
ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poziti drobnych dilt.

INSTRUCTION SIGNS * INSTR. SYMBOLY * INSTRUKTION SINNBILDEN * SYMBOLES * #ES5®3fd

@ ® @ ® ©) ® ®

OPTIONAL BEND SAND OPEN HOLE SYMETRICAL ASSEMBLY REMOVE REVERSE SIDE APPLY EDUARD MASK
VOLBA OHNOUT BROUSIT VYVRTAT OTVOR SYMETRICKA MONTAZ ODRIZNOUT oTOCIT _ AND PAINT
POUZIT EDUARD MASK
NABARVIT
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COLOURS * BARVY * FARBEN * PEINTURE

GSi Creos (GUNZE)

AQUEOUS Mr.COLOR

WHITE GSi Creos (GUNZE)

BLACK AQUEOUS Mr.COLOR

GREEN LIGHT GRAY

SILVER H413 RLMO04 YELLOW

FLAT WHITE H417 LIGHT BLUE

FLAT BLACK DARK GREEN

ORANGE YELLOW COWLING COLOR

METALLIC BLUE GREEN INTERIOR GREEN

BURNT IRON RED BROWN

TIRE BLACK Mr.COLOR SUPER METALLIC

CLEAR RED SUPER FINE SILVER |
H93 CLEAR BLUE ALUMINIUM |
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A Ab&MS Zero Type 52, probably c/n 4271, L. Yukio Seki, 1" Kamikaze Tokubetsu Kigekitai, Shikishima-tai.

Mabalacat airfield, Phillipines, October 1944

s Deteher Wha, as pael of ke 17 Kamibare Tokuleisu KAgekdai, 1he fral mine grougs & Kamikaze plets were organized, mostly Trems K&aital 200 inciuding
the Shikishoma anit. Its OO was Lecutenant Yukio Seul. Mo was born in 1927 IM& 707 class, 194§, he mitially served an the balikeshop Fueso then experienced
the Baille ol Midway abeard Lhe seaplane fendsr Chilase In Seglember 'ha fe was ssmigned Le Kisita 507 the Phiippines, where be Felped (rain
pllnts o 2kop bambisg. Aber suffering Beavy lagaes, The unil racedved replacamant alrcra® ram ather fosmalans al Mahalacal, inclaging Hikétal
&2 [Kakitai 321), from which arcraft 32-112 originated. On October 25, 506 Led one of seven groups of 2ero pilols n an altack oo Tafly 1 during the Battle
of Lawle Oulf, escorted by lignter ase Hirgyashi Heehizaws from Kéldtal 203 The sircraft, mes) likely pileled by Seki sirack e esgart Larrier
US55 Lo, whch sare attor 20 manutes. OF the B89 cres members, 113 wern kliod orwent missing while agowd thirty olhers iaber deed Irom theer mjuries
Qe of e sprvivors, SC0M Earl F, Frobesis, loend @ 4545 Mitsuiash Ce, lai data glate ne. T8 befors abardoning the ship, From Uhie, || is eslimated thel
the airerafl's 2&rial pumber was likaly 271 asd Al was masufaclared balwean lale Octabar and garly Navemhas 1041
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B ASMS Zero Type 52, Hiktai 165, KakOlal 53, |JN Zuihd, Oita base, Japan, Seplember 1944

This Mitsubishi mamulfactured airerafl was sssignad (o Babaia 853, which was established in Februasy 1994, The divsian o colars on ihe fuselage
15 characleristic of aircrafl produced by Mitsuhishi Kakolar 53 participated in 1he Battie of the PFnitippee Seam June 19%4 abcard the carriers Chitose,
Choyeida, and fuikd Mos) el jits grmarert consisted of A2 Type I fighles-bombers, Qul ol the nine carres squadron commanders, orly ors seryiyed
Afler Iha kattla, KBKulal 853 wan rearganized nla lour Hik3laE U1 Kenj Makagawa led HIKELAL 188 and 145 wolh 88 AAME fghlars each U1 Talaun Endd Lad
LY asM figaler-nombers aof Hikdlal 145 whee bombers were assigned o Hikbtai 283, In she fall af 19%4, Kakitai 853 suffered 50% losses on the defense
ef Taiwan. Durng the delense of the Fhilppines. HikGla 144 eperaied fram land bases. The alrzraft of Hikhtai 185 were deplogad ahoasd aircrafl carriers
cunng e Haltle of Loyte Gutl, with mumbers on upoer part of 1ne tail sndicating 1seir carrer 2ok (0) 2uihd 2, Chitose (3], and Chigoda (4). &fer the
loss ol alf carrers, KGRl 453 muybl in the Mhilippires, Several of ds plots escorted Lamiksze missionys o= part of Reisen-las oo Oetober 2% amd
Navaaber & KAKLIIATAST wad diskandsd o Mavemhas 15 1554
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C AbMS Zero Type 52, Kokitai 210, Meiji Base, Japan, winter 1944-1945

This Makajrma marafacivrad airerafl teatured a fuselage color scheme characierisic of This praducer, K8wital 210 was establahad i Saplemzer 1544
at Meip Hase a= an operational Irainng unil eguippec wilh A6M fero and M- bghters. J1M migat fightes, 25 well as bombers and recannaissance
agirgrall The fere sypadror, conaniing of &0 guorefl, was commanded by L1 Toshie Shiogerw Curning WS carrwr-assd aor raids o0 Japan on February
16-17, 1945, KEkdtal 710 pilala elaimed 14 eanfirmed asd & prebable vigtorias whilo Lasmg ore arera®l From lale Mareh 37 AdME and 16 NIK1-fa wera
transferred to Kokuba Ma. | Base vnder Eokdtal 400 From April & K3kI1a0 210 fighters engaged in Datiles over Okimawa, achiewing & wiclories at the cosl
e 10 aireraft Ouring e Kiusui | special aflack operation, Kiwital 210 farmed severs] Hamizaze voile ircludiong Dai 210 Bulal Feisaa-lal, wloch was
armed with feros On Speil &, the unit launched 2 Zeros with 10 escorting MK -J agamst cnemy lorces S0 mawical miles from Tokunoshima. On Speil i,
three mare Zergs vith Bamibaes pilels were deploysd agsnst snamy corriers gasl o Chingws, |nomid-April, KEsila I8 was recrganized g3 g pure ighter
unlt, amd remainad 0 reserae r case ef an invason of lasan
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D A&MS Zero Type 52, LY, {jo) Seizd Yasunori, Kamikaze Tokubetsu Kdgekitai. Dai 7 Shiwa-tai, Kanoya Basse,

Japan, May 1945

AliRough this aircral bears the Yalaha Bakita designation and sas acsigned to Kamikaze Uni Shiiwa No. 7, wisen was losmad from Yatabe Kiadlz ils
pilof betangeo to 3 different ans. He was L1 {jg) Seize fazinon from Fighter Hikdtas 10&, which operated under Sokola 721 "hinras Batar [Jeene Thander
Corpsl, providng hghter escarl for Gas Oelty bambers modilied 1o carry Younsgks MEY-7 Ska rochel planes Seicd Yasunori kad alaa fraised lar Oka
ralagiana, bl due to heavy lasces of Batly Bombars, he wan rassalgned be Kamikazs Ued Maami 8o, 10 ane of aves 20 Kamokaza unile farmad Fram 28
pitofs of ¥akOla: 721 This enil launched over 230 2e-o fighiers in Kamikaze atlacks - second anly 2o KEkilai 201, which degleved the most Do Kamieaze
pilots during the defenss of the Fhilippines O May 111945 Yasunori was one of ihe pilals whn allacked the USS Bunker HIlL The ship was firsl hi
by a bamb and than by the aircraft of mis tedlaw pilio?, Lol Yeshaki Shikala Shortly after, Ensign ¥yeoshi Gpawa =truck the flighl deck wilh a aomb from
Fes burning airerall, Yasenesi gtlempled o debiver the lingl blow 1o e gircradl carrern bal he was shal down by an anli-girerafl fire, The USS Qunker Hil
siilerad 292 erow membare illed or miasng and 2640 waundad making 1 1%a daadliest Kamikaze ablaek o hlalorg
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E ASMS Zero Type 52, L1, Nao Sugisaki, KBkital 352, Omura Base, Japan, March 1945

O arcral manulaciured by Hakajima, such a6 i ane, propeller spinness wera [oflin ralural setal sk durog linal assembly unbil e arg af e war
Atibe umit level, Isey were Lppically repainted indark grees of brown, Lelt unpainied, ar green specilic idenlticatian markings. £akotai 152 was eslablished
ir Aupusl 1964 1o proode aerial delense for the pties o Sasebn, Hagasesi, ane Smura. The unil was squpped wilk Zeco lighters, Rades mterceptors ami
OekkE sught Mghtera and sacesied 17a Hamibare airmen waong thaoe Zeen fighlara. An wausual sumbering ayalam lar 130l markings was uasd Tars lgnker
sguacdran was bed by Leutenant Mao Sugisaki, who was bornin 1520 and gradeated from he Maval Scademy (&8 class) on March 1941 From Ao qust 944,
the unil engaged B-279 bamber tormatiars, and during one such Batile, Sugisexi was Killed on March 3711945, gver Misum in Bemamola Preleciure The
aircraft 351077 was Wkely assigned 1o him buf il s nol ceclain whether be fles it anbis last misson In Apnl 1945 part of Kakdlan 352 led by Liewtenant
Mangs Lematsy, relcoalad o Bokybu Alr Dgse. Theew, they participal=d iv sscer] missicns lo prolec] and gheeres (be resolis of Kamikace alfachs during
Oparalian Kikusdl, the detenna of Olonaws Hawevar, WEkDral 257 was nol assignsd te provida e en areralt or pilats far Kambare atlacka
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AbM2-K, Ensign Kozo Koizumi, Kamikaze Tokubetsu Kogekital, Dai 7 ShGwa-tai, Kanoya Base, Japan.

April 1945

Tha asrirall B2ars the desgration Y3 indicativg s affliaban with e ¥alabe Kbkola: This rairag und was estalilished in 1935 asd, alter heing
reorgarized wades s name sn December %44, contiraed to specialize exclusaeely in fighler traiming IE pperated 248 Zena, MK Shiden, 12M Raden and
fhe Iyeg-seat A6MT-H aircrelt, In 1g1al (he unit hed 100 sircralt gl ils disposa] Insarly 1945, The Yatabe Bosilg particmaied m Japan's delerswve ballles
5 April, it farmsed Wansikaze Shiiwa Unita Mos 1TIhieagh 5 frem 2 2adee af I8 nsinaelars. dne ol B8 gilats, KAZE Kalzumi, togk partin 4 Bamicaze altack
on April 29,1945, sqainst Allied aircrafl carrers easl of Okinawa. This attack marked the final day of Operation Kikusui 1Y #hick had been cngoing smce
April 21, Dureng Operation Kisal IV, Kamikaze gitacks siruck 18 vessels, snking ihe suinesweepar USS Swallow, Landing Craft Suppart (LES-15), and the
cargo s7ip Canada veclory, which was carrying 2,000 fons of explosives. On &pril 2% alone, 1he destroyers US: Hagoard ard USS Hazelwood sere
camayed, resuliing in §7 dealbs ard 88 wounded, Dy s pomd, aflter nearly @ month ol relentess Japansse s offensne - comboning conventional air
Faldd wilh Kamikaza altacks - Allsd credin wara auffaring from sesere glaep deprivatian dise to conatanl alerls and wesa svan uralila 1o cangs e
clothes
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G AGM2-K, Kasumigaura Kakital, Sent@ki Tokubetsu Kagekital, Chitose Base, Japan, July 1945

Aasumigaurs Bikula was the thirg oldest agiation unil of the Imperial Jaganase Kavy |Fwas established in Mevember 1922 and amosg it Fraf alrcral
tyoes were the Avro S04 and Spacrownawi This unil plaged a key role in iraimng cadres of the Japanase naval air farce Amang the insiruciors who
meryedd m bhig unit wvers dkio Melsabs (18 wctories) and Munioss) Tanaks (7 wictores] dae ol the pilets whg undervsnl rairing g Kaswregaers Kakiilai
vk Walasi Makameehl, whe acheeesd 16 victaries and was ang of ke aaceet pilala far 1he migaless with Yekaauka MOY-T Qs airerafl wolkon 1he Kakial
T4, Towards the end of the war, Kasumigaura K&xDtai alliocated twerty &aM2 - £ training acrcraft for Kamisaze messions, bul the order lor deployment was
repver (2sued befare (he war erded. The Japaness aremy and nawsl alr force wers carsanving Iheir raserves aad replanishing alrcraf of all calegaries for
damikaze allacks againsl the anbcipaled &lked landing on the Japanese nome istands. The Japanese planned fo sirike (sough nal necessanly sinid
spproximabely 50% ol enemy vessels dus Lo the expecie proximily of targets durng he lamting
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H AsMZ-K, LL (jg) Tamotsu Kaneko, Kamikaze Tokubetsu Kgekitai, Dai 1 Tsukuba-tai, Kanoya Base, Japan,

April 1945

The Teskiha Kiktal irairmng unit wes separaled fram Basumagaura Kkl on December 1938 Dver time, ihe lecus of iralning pravided by fhe uni
changed. 0 Movemiber 1944 T=ukuaa €akita assicned experiencec mstruclars 1o farm a fighler squadron equipped wils 2ero and Shiden arcrals, This
sgudnron engeged o oomibat wils B-2% bombers aod WS, pareer-bassd aircrall gs garly as Jaruary and February 1965 &0 the erd of Mearch 1965, Teukuba
Aikital was orderad 16 Iorm 18 Sa'n MamKare un s, designated Taukiba-1a Ko 1 e Na & Hoesvar, Pha Lagd bwo Kamikaze dids were alalfod by Zern
pitofs from B3kiai 720, Cn April b4, 1945, during the firs] day of Operatior Sicusai |, LE gl Tamalsa Kareka was deployed with aircrall Tsu-460 Along with
16 ather plols fram his wualt, he attackad conveys near DHinawa. O April &, 2 lelal of 3P naval alroral and 133 army aiccratt were dispeiched from bases
in Taiwan and Japan 1o the Dkirawa a7ea Amoag them, the Mavy assigned 215 and Ine &rmy B2 aircralt far Kamikaze atlacks. Howewer a relatwely large
raamber of sircrall had 1o relurn dus o madlunclions ar other sssues. Durnng The Kemikacs aflacas, 20 American wesgels were il The desiroysrs WSS
Auah, Colmain, and Emsmena wers aunk, and the Beillah alreralt carrier HM G NESatrsus wan slas dasmnage
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ASM2-K, Tsukuba Kokdtal, Tsukuba Base, Japan, 1944

The desqrn of ihe twe-seal irairong alreralt, wich was Rased on 1he SEM7 Type 71 carmier-nased fighier, was developed oy 217 Maval Air Araenal al Lhe
Omura sase "ne developmen! starfed 0 1842, with Mg grodotype camglefec in Hovemoer of that yvear. The aircradt was desigrated AsM2-E Type
1. T reduce weight, Lhe cannens were remeved rom the wings, Some seurces sldate lhal eoly lhe slarbosrd machine gen wes relainsd, whils glhers
rasallan armamanl eanclating of tan meching Juna The rant caekpit far tha sledand pilal was nel equaped with canapy aad had falding dears on Hha
sides. Two fins were added fo Ihe rear fuselage fo moroue stability Production of the A4RZ- at the 217 Haval &ir Arsenal began in Januars 1942 usang
comporenis frem Milsghisal and, primanily, Makajima, & 1073l of 218 unds were produced (here by July 1945 The A&MZ-KE was also menulaciured
by Htachi, which detreerad 279 unils between May ™48 and July 949, Sccording bo a pamting regulation sssued in Seplerbes 1952, training arcrafl sere
painted yeliovw-pranpe o sl sycfaces. Due (o this, the nalional irsignes on the pnderaide wes gives s shite border, The gee of pumbess on (he urderssles
cf BAMT-W aircrall iatha Teukuma KARGLa @ sed phelagraphically eaafirmed dis o the angls an whaieh he aeailable images wars Lakan. Hawedar, (Prad-
cigit numbers on the sirgs an 44M2s of this unit are confirmes by phalographic evicence. Therefore, theiruse on the 8682 - K 5 a's0 possable.
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J AsM2-K, Tsukuba Kok0tal, Tsukuba Base, lapan, 1944

s July 1343, a regulalion was ssaed thal ameng ether iings mandated thal Iraining airerslt deployed in combat operations or Baged o areas whera the
enemy was achive shioutd be panded Dke combal aircraf. in pracbce, Ihis ted Lo the repainbing of alrzady-prodeced A5M2E - Irainers. One such aircrafl was
Tay-&15 whegh = hopyen from a Fheingragh shawing it vaith o J'!.lqrn'-;u.d,.'\.”-_- ppaling on aly aurfaces, Hpwswsr m g jaler phatgyrapn, It appears
camauifiaged with dark green painl an 1he uppss aorfaces, whille the engieal 2ain? s sarkings ea the a3l remainsd wvnchanged AAMT-K alreral wara
also wsed for farget lewing dunng branirg. In Fearuary 1945, Tsusuba K3kitaiwas ordened bo form Kamikaze unds. The traiving program for these pilols
inciuded the following requirements: gl least elghl gatern Mighls, 3 miriavam ol sewen Permation lghts, 21 Least 1em ingtrament Mighis, a maimmum of ten
special attack traming flghts, 3t least s fhighlts indarkneas, Fve fighlsto a designated targe?, and a memimiem of hive navigation lights,
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ABMS5 Zero Type 52 STENCILING POSITIONS

* - BTENCILS SIGNED WITH °* ARE FOR MARKINGS C D E [NAKAJMA BUILT AIRCRAFT)

Mekajima aircraft lacked stencils representad by decals 520, 521
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ABM2-K STENCILING POSITIONS
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Eduard goodies for  KAMIKAZE TOKKOTAI 1/48

481076 A6M2 landing flaps (PE-Set)
644302 A6M5 LooK (Brassin)

648694 A6M2 engine PRINT (Brassin)
648763 A6M2 engine complete PRINT (Brassin)
6481093 A6M5/7 500kg bomb PRINT (Brassin)
6481094 A6M5 seat PRINT (Brassin)
3DL48219 A6M2-K SPACE (3D Decal Set)
3DL48220 A6MS5 Zero SPACE (3D Decal Set)
EX1112 A6M2-K TFace (Mask)
EX1113 A6M5 Zero TFace (Mask)

# 6481093

# 6481094




