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In order to reverse the tide, German troops developed the minesweeper-VsKfz 617 MINENRAUMER for the loss
caused by the intensive mines of USSR in World War Il. This vehicle was jointly designed by Alkett, Krupp and
Daimler-Benz. The first prototype \sKfz was completed in 1942,

The VsKiz 617 is a kind of vehicle which cracks mines directly. Its hull is covered in variable shielding between 10 and
40 mm. The power of the Maybach HL-1 2 engine which used by the power systems is 300 horse power. The power is
transmitted to the drive wheel by chains. During these ground displacements, the changes of direction were
accomplished by orientation of an aft wheel controlled by a system of chains acluated by a wheel. The tracks which
called shoes are installed on the three wheels. Because of the rugged structures, the shoes are hard to blow off by
anti-tank weapons. The supersiructure possesses a turret of the Pz.Kpfw | tank which is equipped with two 7.92mm
MG-34 machine guns.

Now only one VsKiz 617 exists. Legends are circulating about it, hundreds of specialists, big and small, wrote and said
strange things about its history and design, basing on hearsay, hypothesis and outright fies. Aceording to some of these
(already publish abroad), the vehicle was captured during the Batlle for the Kursk Salient. Others say "No, that's an
absurd” and then tell a tale of a vehicle excavated after the Germans evacuated Belarus. Not Belarus, says another
story, But in Poland, where it was found after the war by the de-mining teams. In April 1945, during their advance, Soviet
troops captured this vehicle in the center of the testing grounds of Kummersdorf. Stored a few times in Dresden, it was
then dispatched to the USSR. The vehicle underwent several evaluation \ests after capturing by Soviet troops, the
result of the text showed that the Operational Effectiveness of this vehicle was rather low, and could not rule out the
mines over rough terrain. The weak armor failed to provide the effectively protected and could easily be perforated by
various weapons. lts ponderous weight and awkward size made It incapable of moving fast and the gearing was very
uncertain. Maybe that was the result why German troops stopped to product and use it on a large scale. The VsKfz 617
now resides in the Kubinka Museum outside Moscow.
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Read carefully before assembly.
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[ The product is plastic model kit, please use the lusive tools to ble and paint. Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before
commencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions If a child assembles the model.

[ Cut the accessories with the side cutters; use plastic coment only; stick the metal parts with the cyanoacrylate glue.

[ Painting should be finished during the assembling. You need grind the colors before sticking the painted accessories.
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Introduction and interpretation of shoes with metal blocks inside
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Affix with the cement for plastic
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Paint directly
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Attaching the upper hull parts 1
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Attaching the upper hull parts 2
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Attaching front armor \
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Front shoes assembly
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[ Make the same steps on both sides.
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Attaching front shoes
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Rear shoes assembly
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[l Put cement in the shadow.
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Attaching rear shoes
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Attaching rear wheels
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[ Cut 50mm and paste with the lower hull by cyanoacrylate glue.
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Turret assembly
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The painting of VsKfz 617 has not been set. The grey painting is circulating, but still unproved. The indeterminacy of painting brings infinite
imagination and guessing for modelers, so you can have an unusual pleasure when make it. There are four painting styles in this manual:
German grey, dark yellow, two-color strip camouflage and three-color stripe camouflage. These painting styles are based on other vehicles
of German troops, for your reference only. You can also choose your colors according to your guesses and judgments.
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