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In February 1942 Alkett fitted the Pak 43 an’n—tank guncna Geschutzwagen III/IV chassm de3|gned as the Ry
"Hornisse" (Hornet), and later in 1942, this hull was alsc used for the Hummel self-propelied howitzer (SdKfz. 165)
The engine was moved to the center and the hull was extended to accommodate the lorig-barreled 88mm antitank : &
gun, while still balancing the weight distribution of the vehicle. Due to the huge weight of the gun and the hull" s Ioad
capacity, the crew was only protected by light armor. : CE

In October 1942, the full mods! was presented to Hitler himself and was approved, and he also wanted pro'duction to
start in May 1843.In early 1944, the arrangement of the front armor plate of the cab was changed in preduction, apd:
the gun was changed to Pak 43, so that there were two different versions of the vehicle, and on February 24 {or 27),
1944, Hitler ordered the secand mode! to be named "Nashorn" {Rhincceros). "There was no difference between thg -
Homisse and the Nashorn except Tor the arrangement of the front armor plate of the cab and the gun type, both *
of which were inconseguential. Despite the lack of armor protection, both provided much needed mobility for the
powerful 88mm anti-tank gun. The limited space in the battle chamber limited the ammunition capacity, which wag
usually between 24-40 rounds. "The Homisse and Nashorn's open top combat chambers relied only on canvas for
shalter from the elements and lacked a hull machine gun, usually an MG34 or MG42, to provide close combat
defense. From February 1943 to March 1945, the production of Hornisse and Nashom self-propelled anti-tank guns
designed by Alkett and built by Deutsche Eisenwerke was very low, 20 and 47 respectively. The production of
Hornisse and Nashorn designed by Alkett and built by Deutsche Elsenwerke was very low, 20 and 474 respectively.

Both types of self-propelled anti-tank guns were equipped with heavy tank destroyer battalions, and the first combat
was with the 655th heavy tank destrover battalion at the Battle of Kursk. They were so successtul that & total of six [
such heavy tank destroyer battalions were later equipped and saw action on all fronts {e.g. the 525th Heavy Tank
Cestroyer Battalion fought on the Haiian front in 1844), They were eventUally replaced by more powerful and better
protected self-propelled anti-tank guns such as the No. 4 Tank Destroyer and the Cheetah Tank Destroyer, but their
war history lasted until the end of the war, ; B :
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The steps for using metal cannons are on the next page

T AEEREAEN SR




®

>
EERE

Metal barrel

YIBRCUT

A

PIEECUT

D83

onal P @‘i}m‘

IR

P9




D54
C

C21

D31

D29

D49

D48

P10







onal P

AR

@ i
D33—@/‘" 'ﬁE10§

a4

d
=

P12




D28




PES







L]
onal P

AIRE G

P16




¥ efikYd New Wood LHUlleSiiEd RAL 8017 SCHOKOBRAUN

LW |[efik%x! Rubber & Tires
Gun Metal
M Dark Tracks

3rd Company,
88th Heavy Anti-Tank
Battalion,

Eastern Front, 1944




LolleRiE ] New Wood LU RAL 8017 SCHOKOBRAUN

m New Wood PN [eRiE] RAL 8017 SCHOKOBRAUN
m Crystal Blue Washable White Camo
i L

M RAL 6011 RESEDAGRUN
Rubber & Tires
m Gun Metal

m Dark Tracks

LRUI[ER U] RAL 6011 RESEDAGRON

LV [eXikR] Rubber & Tires
PR o s

s.H.Pz.Jg.Abt.560,
519th Heavy Anti-Tank Russia 1943
Battalion, Eastern Front,

1944




