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History | 529148 SUPER MARINE SPITFIRE MK.VB

The Mk5 and Mk9 were the most widely produced Spitfires, with over 5,000 built, and the Mk5 was introduced in 1941 with a number of
minor improvements, including a 1,140 hp Merlin engine for increased firepower, eight 7.7 mm machine guns, or two 20 mm cannons and
four machine guns. The Mk5C also had the water cooler moved under the nose and could carry 228 kg of bombs. 6,479 Mk5s were built
and were the mainstay of the British Air Force. In late 1940, the RAF predicted a new round of sustained high-altitude bombing of Britain
by the German presence of the Ju 86P bomber. Development of a new engine Spitfire (Spitfire Mk VI) was begun, and before development
was completed the Spitfire Mk V. The basic Spitfire V was the Merlin-engined Spitfire |, which had a take-off power of 1,440 hp and was
fitted with a single-speed, single-stage mechanical supercharger. Carburetor improvements allowed pilots to do zero-G maneuvers without
fear of losing fuel. A number of Mk I's and Mk II's were converted to Mk V's by Super Marlin.
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BORDER MODEL REF: XXXX

Medium Brown
Duck Egg Green Sky Type S
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FL John Gibson, Spitfire Mk Vb BL384, No 457 (RAAF) Squadron, 1942
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