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The Heinkel He 111, a legendary German aircraft designed primarily by aviation
engineers Siegfried and Walter Glinter, originated in the early 1930s. Although initially
promoted as a civilian airliner, its true purpose was to serve as a medium bomber for the
German Air Force. Before the official establishment of the Luftwaffe in 1935, it was
disguised as a civilian transport aircraft to circumvent the restrictions of the Treaty of
Versailles.

Among Luftwaffe bombers, the He 111 became the most widely deployed model. With
its streamlined fuselage and high cruising speed, it quickly emerged as one of the most
advanced bombers in Europe at the time. During World War Il, the He 111 participated
extensively in aerial assaults on Poland, France, and the United Kingdom. Although it
gradually lost its edge as Allied fighter performance improved in later stages of the war,
it remained a core component of Germany’ s early Blitzkrieg operations.

Beyond bombing missions, the He 111 was also adapted for use as a transport, medical
evacuation aircraft, and torpedo bomber. It remained in service in certain countries
even into the 1970s.
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