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History | [ 5R /+ 48 Pz.Kpfw.lV Ausf.H Late

The Panzer IV Ausf. H was the most produced variant of the Panzer IV series, designated by the German military as Sd.Kfz.161/2,
with a total production of 3,774 units. Due to enhanced protection, its combat weight increased to 25 tons, and the maximum armor
thickness reached 80 mm. The tank’s large side skirts and additional armor plates on the rear of the turret improved the protection
of its vulnerable areas. Some H models also featured additional armor on the front hull. The 75 mm gun with a 48-caliber length
gave it the capability to compete with Allied medium tanks.

TN
-

. rivese. In the development history of the Panzer |V, the Ausf. F can be considered the ultimate model, achieving peak firepower and
J I > 0% o protection, nearly exhausting the potential of the Panzer IV. The subsequent Ausf. J was a simplified version of the H, with no
' O © significant decline in combat capability, but overall, it was slightly inferior to the H model.

During the Normandy anti-landing campaign, a large number of H models were deployed by the German forces. The Panzer IV
Ausf. H also played a crucial role on the Eastern Front, from the Battle of Kursk to the final battles in Berlin. Among all German
armored units, the Panzer IV was undoubtedly the most important, earning it the post-war nickname “workhorse of the Third
Reich,” highlighting its significance in the German military during World War |I.
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