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I.A.R.80 and 81 Series

The legendary 1.A.R.80 and 81 was the only Romanian fighter of domestic design to take part in World War II, often facing superior opponents and still being capable

to hold its own thanks to the skills and courage of its pilots. The turns of war made for a very interesting operational career,with the airplane having the opportunity
to fight all the major air forces in the theatre: USAAF, Soviet VVS, German Luftwaffe and the aviation of Hungary.

The success of this design was possible thanks to the previous experience of I.A.R. designers with cantilever, low-wing monoplanes and the transfer of the all-metal

airplane construction technology after the purchase of the P.11F license from Poland (see IBG Models set No. 72521). I.A.R.80 sleek lines bear resemblance to the

Hughes H-1 racer, which might have been one of the distant inspirations, nevertheless the airframe was designed from scratch by Romanian engineers, who used
only the heavily-modified rear fuselage and smaller parts from PZL P.24E fighter, licence-produced at I.A.R.

The entire production run included 450 numbered airframes (with the last two being lost during USAAF bombardment of I.A.R. factory at Braşov). In addition to the

pure fighter airplane (I.A.R.80), the series included a fighter-bomber with dive bombing capability (I.A.R.81). It is worth to note that both during the production and

in service, the airplanes underwent continuous improvement, resulting in a number of versions that visibly differed in fuselage length, wingspan, armament and

other details. More on the differences between them can be found in the eBook downloadable from our website: http://www.ibgmodels.com/resources-2/

Early I.A.R.80

Early series-production airplanes (understood here as airframes No. 2 to 50), differed from later series in having four machine guns in the wings. Initially equipped
with ring-and-bead gunsight, unarmoured seat and a flatter canopy, these elements were gradually updated during service. From the modeller's point of view the

important aspect is also that it served in the period of the often-changing markings regulations, resulting in very interesting colourful schemes, as presented in the

marking options for both this and the earlier IBG kit no.72564.

I.A.R.80A

This version brought the much-needed increase in the firepower, as the airframe now mounted six FN Browning machine guns instead of four. Apart from the initial

specimens in the early weeks of their career, I.A.R.80A was equipped with gyro gunsight, armour behind pilot's seat and bulged canopy as a standard. Starting with

No.76, airplanes were partially unified with the BoPi dive-bomber version, having bulged belly and flaps lowered by 60 degrees, with the mechanism of flaperons

removed (differences between flapsversions were visible only when they had been extended and are included only as 3D-printed parts available separately).

I.A.R. Fighters During Barbarossa Campaign

In June 1940, under threat of armed invasion, Romania was forced to cede Eastern parts of its territory to USRR.When offered by Germany to join the attack on that

country in order to regain its territories, Romania agreed and on 22nd June 1941 started what was termed as 'Liberation of Bessarabia', part of the wider Barbarossa

campaign. The troops that were assigned to it included Gruparea Aeriana de Lupta (Combat Air Grouping). Its fighter components included I.A.R.80-equipped
Grupul 8 Vânătoare (consisting of Escadrile 41, 59 and 60), He 112-equipped Grupul 5 Vânătoare and Grupul 7 Vânătoare on Bf 109E.

I.A.R.80s were active from the very first day of the war, initially flying mainly escort and air superiority missions, fighting Soviet I-16 and MiG-3 fighters. As the VVS

forces dwindled, Grupul 8 Vânătoare gradually switched to ground support missions, although air combats took place throughout entire campaign. Liberation of

Bessarabia was completed by 28th July, but this did not end the involvement of Aeronautica Regală Română (ARR, Royal Romanian Aviation) in Barbarossa

campaign. New units arrived to the front, including Escadrila 42 Vânătoare, soon merged with the remnants of Escadrila 52 that earlier flew He 112 fighters to create

Escadrila 42/52 Vânătoare. Phase two of the campaign commenced on 8th August and is known as 'Battle for Odessa'that involved fierce air battles and concluded

only on 16th October 1941. Before that happened, I.A.R.81 dive bombers arrived at the front and took part in operational missions, yet this story will be a subject of

a separate IBG kit. Fall of Odessa marked the end of ARR participation in 1941 campaign, during which I.A.R.80 and 80A fighters scored at least 124 confirmed
victories.
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Please read instructions before assembly. Follow the sequence of assembly presented in instructions. Glue and paint not included.

Przed montażem przeczytać instrukcję. Przestrzegać kolejności montażu podanego w instrukcji. Klej i farby nie wchodzą w skład zestawu.
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