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History | /527742 GERMAN 75MM ANTI-TANK GUN PAK 40
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The Pak 40, introduced in 1942, was a 75mm towed anti-tank gun. Its development became imperative when the earlier Pak 36 ﬁroved
largely ineffective against the sloped armor of T-34 tanks (requiring englagement ranges under 500 meters to have any effect). The Pak 40

incorporated significant technological improvements that fundamentally reversed the Wehrmacht's anti-tank deficiencies.

The Pak 40 featured a 75mm high-velocity gun barrel (3.45 meters long, L/46 caliber) with an effective range of 1,500-2,000 meters and a
firing rate of 12-14 rounds per minute. Its armor penetration capabilities marked a dramatic improvement:

111mm vertical armor at 500 meters
89mm at 1,000 meters

This firepower could reliably penetrate Sherman, T-34, and KV-1 tanks, making it a game-changer on the battlefield. Designed for mass
production, its simplified construction allowed rapid deployment. While horse-tractable (a logistical advantage), its 1.5-ton weight hindered
mobility in rough terrain, often requiring mechanized transport.
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