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M The Lead Ship of Her Class

With the number of capital ships which it could possess strictly limited by naval
armaments treaties, the U.S, Navy began experimenting with the use of aircraft carriers
during the 1920s and early-1930s. Based on lessons learned from operating the
battlecruiser-based Lexington-class ships and the small, but purpose-built USS Ranger,
specifications for the Yorktown-class of aircraft carriers were developed. These
requirements called for the new ships to have suflicient speed to accompany the battle
fleet, protection against aerial bombs and torpedoes, aircrafl carrying capacity which
equaled that of larger carriers, and the flexibility to operate ever bigger and more
powerful aircraft. To meet these demands, geared turbines which produced a total of
120.000hp were installed to enable a 33 knot top speed while a system of suspending
aircraft from the hangar roof allowed the ships to carry about ninety aircraft. Although
their flight decks were unarmored, armored hangar floors and efficient damage control
teams meant they had the ability to absorb and survive a great deal of punishment.

The first ship of the class, USS Yorktown (CV-5), was completed by the Newport
News Shipbuilding Company in Virginia and commissioned in September 1937. She
was initially assigned to the U.S. Atlantic Fleet and participated in various exercises and
patrols off the Eastern seaboard. Yorktown was followed by two sister ships: the USS
Enterprise (CV-6), which went on to survive the war; and the USS Hornet (CV-8),
which launched the B-25 bombers of the famous Doolittle Raid. The experience gained
from building and operating these three ships would eventually be applied to the later
Essex-class carriers.

B The Yorktown’s Early Battles

In December 1941, Yorktown was transferred to the Pacific Fleet, which had been
devastated by the Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. to reinforce it. She became
the flagship of Rear Admiral Frank Fletcher’s Task Force 17 and proceeded to conduct
operations around the Pacific. In May 1942, she had the distinction of participating in
the first ever carrier-versus-carrier engagement in naval history at the Battle of the Coral
Sea. Although the Yorktown suffered damage during this action, the U.S. forces
successfully thwarted Japanese plans to advance on Port Moresby in New Guinea.

Yorktown withdrew to Pearl Harbor after the battle and initial assessments concluded
that at least ninety days were required to fully repair her. However, Admiral Chester
Nimitz, the commander-in-chief of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, ordered an around the clock
emergency repair effort in order to get the Yorktown back into action quickly. The
reason for this haste was that the U.S. had deciphered Japanese military codes and was
therefore aware of their impending operation to capture Midway Island. The U.S.
Pacific Fleet had only two fully-operational aircraft carriers, the Enterprise and the
Hornet, so the availability of an additional carrier in the form of the Yorkiown became
vital to the American fleet’s chances of successfully repelling the Japanese attack.
Following three days of non-stop work, Yorktown was patched up sufficiently to set sail
from Pearl Harbor on the morning of the fourth day. although repair crews continued to

conduct repairs on board while the ship was en route to the battle.

The course of the war in the Pacific was decided at the pivotal Battle of Midway on
June 4th, when aircraft from the Yorktown. Enterprise, and Hornet sank the Japanese
aircraft carriers Akagi, Kaga, Soryu, and Hiryu. However, the Hiryu managed to launch
a counter strike against the American carriers before her own demise and these aircraft
immobilized the Yorktown with bombs and torpedoes. While efforts to save the ship
were underway, Yorktown was discovered by the Japanese submarine 1-168 and thus
her fate was sealed by the latter’s torpedoes.

M Yorktown's Air Group During the Battle of Midway

After the Battle of the Coral Sea, some of the Yorktown’s depleted squadrons were
disembarked at Pearl Harbor. Aircraft from the USS Saratoga’s Air Group were
correspondingly embarked as reinforcements. Therefore the Yorktown's Air Group
during the Battle of Midway is thought to consist of twenty-five Grumman F4F Wildcat
fighters. thirty-seven Douglas SBD Dauntless dive bombers, and fourteen Douglas
TBD Devastator torpedo bombers. Although the Mitsubishi A6M Zero held advantages
in speed, maneuverability, and rate-of-climb performance, the Wildcat was one of the
few Allied aircraft which could counter the Japanese fighter at the time. The Dauntless
was a capable aircraft which could carry a large bomb load and it formed the backbone
of U.S. carrier bomber squadrons. The Devastator was first introduced in 1937 as the
U.S. Navy’s first all-metal monoplane, but its obsolescence was made painfully clear
when almost all of the attacking TBDs were lost during the Battle of Midway.

PAINTING

Painting the Yorktown

During the Battle of Midway, the Yorktown was painted in the U.S. Navy’s
Measure-12 camouflage pattern. Surfaces of the hull above the hangar deck
line were painted in Ocean Gray while those below it were painted in Sea
Blue. The flight deck was painted in Deck Blue. Its aircraft featured True Blue
upper surfaces with Insignia White undersides. Refer to the instruction
manual for detailed parts painting instructions. Also refer to the package
illustration when painting.
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