
The MiG-21 was one of a long lists of Mikoyan-Gurevich bureau 
designs to be integrated into the armed forces of the Soviet Union, 
the Warsaw Pact, and allied countries. Its predecessors included 
such types as the MiG-15, MiG-17, and the supersonic MiG-19. 
The roots of MiG-21 project reach back to the first half of the 
fifties. In 1954, when the preliminary design study Ye-1 came to 
its end and was quickly replaced by the reworked Ye-2 prototype. 
Both these prototypes sported a swept wing, while the first MiG 
design to feature the delta wing was the Ye-4 prototype. It took to 
the air for the first time on June 16, 1955 and was revealed to the 
world a year later at the Moscow airfield Tushino. 
The new aircraft with the MiG-21 designation was the first rea-
lly successful Soviet design integrating fighter and interceptor 
characteristics in one aircraft. It was also quite light for Mach 2 
aircraft, although the long-lasting development was adding wei-
ght gradually. The design featured sleek fuselage with the front 
air intake and shock cone. This feature later limited future de-
velopment due to the very small space available for the radar 
installation.

Cold War warrior
The first of the new line to enter production was the MiG-21F, 
which together with the MiG-21P and MiG-21F-13 represented the 
first generation of this line. These versions were in production 
through the end of the fifties and the beginning of the sixties. 
Subsequent versions included the PF, FL, PFM and R with produ-
ction of these peaking at the end of the sixties. The third genera-
tion started production in 1968 and included the most advanced 
versions of MiG-21 like the M, SM, MF, SMT or bis among others. 
Simultaneously, two-seat training versions were also produced 
designated MiG-21U, UM and US. 
The new aircraft came off Soviet production lines in Moscow, 
Gorky and Tbilisi, the MiG-21F-13 was also built under license 
in Czechoslovakia and the MiG-21FL, M and bis in India by Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd. The Soviet Union produced 10,645 exam-
ples of all versions, 194 were built in Czechoslovakia and 657 in 
India. That counts for 11,496 aircraft produced. Production of the 
MiG-21 ceased in 1985.  
Over the course of the Cold War, the opponents of the MiG-21 inc-
luded the likes of the Northrop F-5 Freedom Fighter, the Dassault 
Mirage III or F-4 Phantom II. NATO assigned it the reporting name 
“Fishbed”, while the Soviet pilots called it “Balalaika” due to the 
shape resemblance of the popular Russian musical instrument. 
Also other nations had their unofficial names for MiG-21. For 
example, the Vietnam pilots and ground personnel called them En 
Bac, which means Silver Swallow.    

Aces from Asia, Middle East or Africa
Outside of the Soviet Union, the type flew with a long list of nati-
ons on four continents (Europe, Asia, Africa and South America) 
and participated in many conflicts and wars. The most remar-
kable combat use includes the Vietnam war, the Indo-Pakistan 
wars, the Cuban participation in Angola and in the Arab world’s 
attempts to eliminate Israel. It is no wonder there were many 
pilots achieving their ace status flying one or more variants of 
MiG-21.  
Thanks to the high volume of use and intensive combat actions, 
the Vietnamese pilots are topping the list of aces of MiG-21. The 
top of the ladder is occupied by Nguyen Van Coc with nine kills 
followed by three eight-victory aces Mai Van Cuong, Nguyen 
Hong Nhi and Pham Thanh Ngan. From the other nations the 
Syrian pilots Bassam Hamshun and Majid Zugbi both achieved 
seven kills flying MiG-21MF, while Adeeb Al-Jarf had the same 
score with MiG-21FL and Egyptian pilots Ali Vajai, Sami Marei or 
Sami Aziz Mikhail scored five times with various MiG-21s. 
In the interceptor role the MiG-21 served with the Soviet Union 
and other nations of the Warsaw Pact into the eighties when it 
began to be replaced by the MiG-23 in seventies and MiG-29 Ful-
crum during eighties and nineties. 

This kit: The Fighter Bomber MiG-21MF
This plastic model kit represents the MiG-21MF that was built in 
the Moscow factory between 1969 and 1974 (around 1300 units 
were produced there) and represented the most common va-
riant of this sub-type. Later production airframes built at Gor-
ky (between 1975 and 1976), differed in many details from the 
Moscow-built aircraft. 
Most of the exported aircraft originated from the Moscow pro-
duction facility. At first, these left the factory in natural metal 
finish, from 1973 in camouflage schemes specific to the client´s 
instructions. The MiG-21SM was at first sight virtually identical to 
the MiG-21MF, differing only in the more advanced RP-22 radar 
unit. This version was used exclusively by the Soviet Union and 
had never been cleared for export. 
MiG-21MFs were powered by Tumanskij R-13-300 turbojet engine 
with additional combustion chamber and carried an RP-21 radar. 
The armament consisted of a twin-barreled GSch-23-2L 23mm 
autocannon with 200 rounds of ammunition. The racks carried a 
combination of 1,100lb (500 kg) FAB bombs, UB-16-57U launchers 
and R-3S rockets, Ch-66 air-to-ground guided missiles, S-24 
air-to-ground unguided rockets, R-60 air-to-air missiles and its 
infrared homing variant R-60M. The NATO code for MiG-21MFs 
was the “Fishbed-J“.

The MiG-21 was the most-produced supersonic fighter in the world and served with more 
than fifty Air Forces over four continents. This tiny interceptor or fighter-bomber played re-
markable role in many wars and local conflicts from sixties to eighties, allowing many pilots 
to achieve their ace combat status.    

MiG-21MF Fighter Bomber 
1/72   Scale Plastic Model Kit
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