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intro

There are few aircraft types that took part in combat during World War Two, that can be described with such one sided outcomes in terms of kill : loss ratio
as the Hellcat. Representing the middle of the Grumman Cat lineage, the Hellcat was a unique type right from its beginnings. Success of its older brother, the
Wildcat, which carried on its shoulders the bulk of the strain of the Pacific air war in 1942, prompted the US Navy to give Grumman free reign over the
independent development of a new fighter. This type was to act as insurance in the event the concept of the F4U Corsair turned out unsuccessful. Grumman
designers set forth with the design, with emphasis on ease of manufacture, performance and suitability for carrier ops. On the 30th of June, 1941, as Corsair
production was initiating, the Navy signed an order for two prototype XF6F-1s, and a star was born. Original expectations centered around development of the
proven F4F Wildcat, which was to be dominated by installation of more powerful engines. As such, this eventually evolved into a new fighter altogether. The
US Navy also had accumulated combat experience, and was able to incorporate pilot suggestions into the design. The Hellcat was some 60% heavier than the
Wildcat, was more heavily armed, had a more powerful engine, was more heavily armored, carried more fuel and was generally of a more robust construction.
The first prototype took to the air on June 26th, 1942, and by January, 1943 equipped the first Navy unit, VF-9, on the deck of the USS Essex. The new type
was called Hellcat. The name not only suggested the place to which her enemies would be sent, but was also a play on words. The term in the old west referred
to barroom brawlers, and that was what the Navy wanted: a tough fighter with hard fists, that could absorb punishment and had stamina. The Hellcat line didn't
result in the most elegant of fighters. It was, after all, over twice as heavy as its main adversary, the Japanese A6M Zero. But elegance certainly doesn't play
a pivotal role in terms of the potential survival of the pilot. It was a fighter first and foremost in every sense of the word, designed around the requirements of
the pilot to fulfill the combat mission for which it was designed and he was trained. The initial version, F6F-3, was supplanted by the dash five, which modified
the canopy, cowl, bombracks and droptanks. The first combat engagement of the enemy occurred on September 1st, 1943, when an Emily was flamed by the
halfinch guns of two Hellcats. Their advantage over Japanese fighters was well demonstrated on February 16th, 1944, when, in the vicinity of Truk, over 100
fighters were claimed in the air and over 150 on the ground for the loss of four aircraft. Five days later, in the Marianas, a further 160 enemy aircraft were
destroyed in the air and on the ground Often one sided combat was documented in the battle for the Philippine Sea that culminated on June 19th, 1944 in the
now legendary 'Great Marianas Turkey Shoot', where Hellcat pilots claimed some 350 enemy aircraft destroyed. A further turkey hunt took place between
October 12th and 14th, 1944 over Formosa, seeing the destruction, at the hands of Hellcat pilots, of 300 enemy aircraft for the loss of 27. In October, 1944, the
Japanese began to escalate night attacks, bringing on a requirement for night fighters to counter them. USAAF P-61s were too far off. Night fighting variants
of the Hellcat were introduced in the form of the FOF-3N and FO6F-5N, equipped with radar. This new role for the Hellcat first appeared at the end of fall, 1944
during the intensification of kamikaze attacks, that required the interception of unorthodox attacks by aircraft that avoided air to air combat. Other major
combat was seen over the Japanese islands over the first half of 1945.  Although the Hellcat was progressively replaced by its stablemate F4U Corsair,
it served in the combat role up to the end of the war. Under the designation Hellcat F Mk 1 and I, several hundred served with the Royal Navy, notably in the
Atlantic covering convoys, and also in the Far East. According to statistics, there were 12275 Hellcats of all versions made. For the loss of 270 of these, Hellcat
pilots claimed 5156 kills. That accounts for over half of USN and USMC victories. The Hellcat also became the most successful carrier based fighter in the
Pacific in under two years of ops. Lumbering, awkward at first glance, lacking in elegance, barroom brawler — wild, tough, a fearless hulk, able to clear
asaloon before turning three times. .....that was the Hellcat in the skies over the Pacific.

uvodem

Neni mnoho letount druhé svétové valky, o kterych by bylo mozno hovofit tak jednoznaéné, pokud jde o pomér vitézstvi a porazek, jako o Hellcatu.
Prostiedni z rodiny Grummanovych kocek se od zabéhnutych zpiisobii Zivota odlisoval jiz od pocatku. Uspéchy starsiho bratra, Wildcatu, ktery v roce 1942
nesl na svych bedrech prevaznou tihu letecké valky v Pacifiku, vedlo US Navy k rozhodnuti dat Grummanu volné ruce k samostatnému vyvoji nového
stihaciho letounu. Ten mél v piipadé potieby nahradit rodici se projekt F4U Corsair, pokud by se jeho koncepce neosvédéila. Konstruktéii Grummanu
se pustili do vyvoje letounu, ktery mél byt nepfili§ naro¢ny na vyrobu, vykonny a snadno pouzitelny jako palubni stihacka. 30. ¢ervna 1941, v den kdy byla
zadana sériova vyroba Corsairti, podepsala Navy objednavku na dva prototypy XF6F-1. Hvézda pacifického nebe zacala vychazet. Pivodni predpoklad
uvazoval pouze o inovacich osvédéeného typu F4F Wildcat, ve kterych mélo dominovat zabudovani siln¢jsiho motoru. Avsak v konstrukénich kancelatich
Grummanu brzy zacal vznikat zcela novy letoun. US Navy jiz také méla dostatek bojovych zkusenosti, aby mohlo byt vyrazné prihlédnuto k pozadavkim
piloti. Novy typ, o 60 % t&zsi nez Wildcat, mél siln&jsi vyzbroj, motor, pancéfovani, vétsi palivové nadrze a celkové robustnéjsi konstrukei. Prvni prototyp
vzlétl 26. Cervna 1942 a jiz 16. ledna 1943 byla letouny FOF vyzbrojena prvni bojova jednotka — VF-9, operujici z paluby letadlové lodi USS Essex. Novy
letoun dostal pojmenovani ,,Hellcat“. Vice neZ pfiznaéné jméno neznamena jen kocku odnasejici si do pekla své nepiatele; byla to hiicka se slovy na druhou—
Hellcat ve slangu ostfilenych hochti amerického zapadu znamena ,,hospodsky rvac*. A takového Navy potfebovala — silny letoun s tvrdymi péstmi, ktery by
leccos vydrzel a ve rvacce tak snadno neztratil dech... Linie Hellcatu z n&j netvoii nejelegantnéjsi letoun své doby. Vzdyt byl vice nez dvakrat téZ§i, nez jeho
hlavni protivnik — Mitsubishi A6M Zero. Ale o eleganci jisté v efektivnosti vzdusného boje a potencialu pro pieziti pilota az tak nejde. Hellcat byl predevsim
rvacem Sitym na miru potiebam pilotl a specifice val¢iste, pro které byl uréen. Prvni variantu F6F-3 brzy doplnila F6F-5 se zménami v piekrytu kabiny, krytt
motoru, zavésniky pum a ptidavnych nadrzi. Prvni vzdugny stiet s nepfitelem piisel 1. zati 1943, kdy se pod davkami piilpalcovych kulometti dvou Hellcatii
k zemi ztitila Emily. Svou pfevahu nad japonskymi stihackami ukazali piloti Hellcatil vice nez ukazkové 16. unora 1944, kdy v oblasti Truku sestielili vice
nez 100 japonskych letounti a dal§ich 150 znicili na zemi — a to pfi vlastni ztraté &tyf strojii. Jen o pét dni pozd&ji v oblasti Marianas Islands zni¢ili pacificti
rvaci ve vzduchu i na zemi dalsich vice nez 160 letount protivnika. Velmi ¢asté mohutné stiety obdobi bitvy o Filipinské mote vyvrcholily 19. ¢ervna 1944
povéstnym ,,lovem marianskych krocanii, kdy piloti Hellcatl zni¢ili vice nez 350 letount protivnika. Dalsi ,,lov na krocany* se uskute¢nil ve dnech
12.-14. tijna 1944 nad oblasti Formosy — béhem ti{ dnti narokovali piloti Hellcati pres 300 vzdusnych vitézstvi pii ztraté 27 vlastnich stroji. Kdyz v fijnu
1944 Japonci zacali stupiiovat své no¢ni utoky, pfisla potieba nasazeni no¢nich stihacu. Letouny P-61 od USAAF, které by mohly pomoci, byly pfili§
vzdalené. Proto byly urychlené nasazeny no¢ni stihaci varianty Hellcatu, oznadované jako F6F-5N a F6F-3N se zabudovanym radarem. Nova role pro
Hellcaty piisla koncem podzimu 1944 pii zvy$eném nasazeni kamikadze, kdy museli jejich piloti zastavovat neobvykle utocici protivniky, ktefi se zcela
vyhybali stfetim ve stihacich soubojich. K dal§im velkym bojim, tentokrat jiz v oblasti japonskych ostrovii, dochazelo po celou prvni polovinu roku 1945.
Ackoliv byl Hellcat koncem valky postupné nahrazovan svym souputnikem F4U Corsair, v bojové sluzbé vydrzel az do konce valky. Pod nazvem Hellcat
F Mk I a II slouzilo nékolik set téchto stroju také u Royal Navy, zejména v Atlantiku pfi ochrané konvoju a také na Dalném vychodé. Podle statistik bylo
vyrobeno 12275 Hellcatii vSech verzi. Pii ztratach 270 vlastnich strojii dosahli jejich piloti 5156 sestieli. To je vice nez polovina vSech vzdusnych vitézstvi

bezelegance, hospodsky rvac - divoky, silny, nebojacny potez, ktery se tiikrat otoc¢il a byl schopny vybilit cely saloon. Takovy byl Hellcat na pacifickém nebi.
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A F6F-5N, flown by LT William E. Henry, VF(N)-41, USS Independence, September, 1944

This Hellcat was flown by LT William E. 'Bill' Henry, the most successful nighfighter ace in the US Navy. He is credited with 9.5 kills achieved in the
period from September, 1944 to January, 1945. Three of them were 'Emily' flying boats. This F6F-5N is sprayed Glossy Sea Blue and represents the
standard late-war Navy camouflage scheme. The markings and the radar cover were white.
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B F6F-5N, VMF-511, USS Block Island, April 1945

The first aircraft carrier to have a US Marine Corps nightfighter unit assigned to it was USS Block Island (CVE-106). VMF-511 embarked on Block
Island in March, 1945, and was a mixed group of eight Corsairs, two photorecce F6F-5P Hellcats and eight F6F-5N Hellcat nightfighters. The
squadron joined the battle for Okinawa on May 10, 1945 and was consequently sent to the eastern coast of Borneo to support landing operations
at Balikpapan. The first and only success came on July 3, 1945 when 1stLt. Bruce Reuter shoot down an E13A ,Jake" floatplane. The Hellcat
nicknamed 'Butch' was one of eight VMF-511 nightfigher Hellcats aboard Block Island. The White block with Blue 'l'is a carrier indentification symbol,

while the small Blue 'M' signifies the USMC.
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C NF Mk.Il, No. 892 Naval Air Squadron, Drem Airbase, Great Britain, May to August, 1945

No. 892 Naval Air Squadron was reformed in April 1945 as a night fighter squadron with 16 Hellcat NF Mk.lIs. After a short deployment onboard
HMS Premier, the squadron was subsequently undertaking night fighter training at Drem Airbase till the end of the WWII. The Hellcat depicted was
built for the US Navy and bore the BuNo.79015. It was purchased then by the Royal Navy and coded KD 127. The British roundels are applied on the
original US camouflage scheme. The wing armament s not clear from the reference photo, but 20mm cannon seem to be the most likely.
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D F6F-5N, BuNo. 78669, Maj. Bruce Porter, CO of VMF(N)-542, Yontan airfield, Okinawa, May 1945

Hellcat BuNo. 78669 was the personal mount of five kill ace Maj. Bruce Porter, Commanding Officer of VMF(N)-542. He inherited this F6F-5N from
his predecessor. The Hellcat carried a big red heart and the white name 'Millie Lou' on the nose. Porter ordered his ground crew to overpaint
it immediately after his arrival and a big bottle of Schenley’s whiskey and ,Black Death’ in white appeared in its place. Porter downed three Zeros
in June/July 1943 over the Solomons while serving with VMF-121. On June 15, 1945 he added two more to his tally, shooting down a Kawasaki Ki-45

‘Nick' heavy fighter and a 'Betty' bomber carrying an Ohka suicide rocket plane.
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