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CZECHOSLOVAK BIPLANE FIGHTER
1:48 SCALE PLASTIC KIT

intro

The Avia B-534 was developed in 1934 as an extension of the B-34 fighter. In this incarnation, which was produced in small
numbers for the Czechoslovak Air Force (the majority of which were attached to No.3 Fighter Squadron in Slovakia at the
beginning of the Second World War), there were several engine/airframe combinations tried. The B-234 prototype served
as the basis for the re-engined (Hispano Suiza 12 Ydrs for the original Avia R-29 radial) type that became the true B-534. This
was the 1934 victor in a tender for a new standard fighter for the air force, and in June of that year, Avia received an order for
aninitial 34 aircraft. The orders accumulated to a total of 568 units, built in several production blocks.

Assessments of the aircraft are somewhat variable. At the time of its development, it was an aircraft that was technically
sound and utilized progressive construction techniques, but by the time of the Munich Crisis, the technology was slowly but
surely entering the realm of the obsolete. To top it off, the politics of the situation during the Crisis disallowed the chance
of combat. The chance for combat missions to be flown didn't occur until a few years later, in 1941, in the services of the
Slovak State, fighting for the side that had previously been the aggressor against which they were to stand. Slovak pilots
flying the B-534 on the Eastern Front gained good results, and these can be viewed upon as being the climax of the career
of the type. A year later, it was apparent that replacement by more modern types was necessary, and inevitable. Bulgarian
attempts to combat Ploesti raiding B-24 Liberators with the B-534 was a failure, and the aging planes were not able to climb
to the Liberator's operational altitudes. In Slovakia, as in Bulgaria, the type was destined for second line relegation.

Some of the remaining B-534s were destined for final operations within the Bulgarian Air Force in operations over
Hungary in 1944, and with Slovakia during the several weeks long uprising against Germany (late August early November
1944). During the Slovak National Uprising, the type was used primarily in the ground attack role, and one did manage a kill
to become what is the last aerial victory of a biplane in history. It should be noted that the kill in question was that
of a Hungarian transport. The fact remains that the Slovak National Uprising did end up being the swansong of the Avia
B-534. Certainly, it can be said that due to the era and climate of the service of this aircraft, and the length of service it was
able to achieve, the Avia B-534 has become one of the most profound symbols of Czechoslovak aviation history, a very
positive symbol.

intro

Avia B-534 vznikla v roce 1934 vyvojem zakladniho typu B-34. Z této konstrukce, ktera byla vyrobena v malé sérii pro
Ceskoslovenské letectvo (vétSina vyrobenych stroji slouzila u Leteckého pluku 3 na Slovensku a pozdéji dolétala
ve sluzbach Slovenského statu na zacatku 2.svétové valky), bylo odvozeno nékolik motorovych variant. Z prototypu B-234
vznikla zaménou motoru (Hispano Suiza 12 Ydrs za ptivodni hvézdicovy Avia R-29) pravé B-534. Ta zvitézila v roce 1934
v tendru vojenského letectva na novou standardni stihacku, a v ¢ervenci 1934 dostala Avia prvni objednavku na 34 kust.
Objednavky byly postupné rozsifovany az na konec¢nych 568 kust, vyrobenych v nékolika vyrobnich blocich.

Hodnoceni vykont Avie B-534 je ponékud rozporné. A¢ to byl stroj v dobé svého vzniku technicky jisté na vysi doby
a vyuzival progresivni konstrukéni prvky, v dobé Mnichovské krize uz pomalu, ale jisté zastaraval. Vzhledem k politickym
okolnostem navic piloti nedostali ptilezitost zasahnout do boje, k jehoz vedeni byli cvi¢eni a motivovani. Do skute¢ného
boje se Avie dostaly az o nékolik let pozd&ji, v roce 1941, ve sluzbach Slovenskych Vzdusnych zbrani, tedy de facto na strané
puvodniho protivnika. Na Vychodni fronté predvedli slovensti piloti v kabinach Avii dobré vykony, diky nimz lze nasazeni
na vychodé povazovat za vrchol kariéry Avie B-534. O rok pozdé&ji uz ale Aviim zvonila hrana, a pfisel ¢as jejich nahrady
modernéj$imi stroji. Pokus Bulharl z roku 1943 o zasah proti americkym Liberatorim, Gtoc¢icim na Ploesti, sko¢il
jednoznacnym netspéchem. Avie nedokazaly ani vystoupat do operacni vysky Liberatori. Jak na Slovensku, tak
v Bulharsku ¢ekal Avie osud vétsiny vyslouzilych stihacek, ptesly nejprve k bitevnim tkoltim a poté k pomocnym rolim.
Na né¢kolik zbylych Avii ¢ekal posledni boj, v ramci bulharského letectva pii plnéni bitevnich tkoli v Mad’arsku,
na slovenské Avie pak nékolikatydenni vystoupeni pii protinémeckém povstani na Slovensku. I zde pfevazné utocily
na pozemni cile, nicméné jedna z Avii zaznamenala posledni sestiel dosazeny timto typem, a pravdépodobné vitbec posledni
sestfel dosazeny dvouplo$nikem v déjinach. Je ovsem nutné dodat, ze slo o sestiel neozbrojené¢ho dopravniho letounu, coz
je zalezitost, vzhledem ke vSem okolnostem této udalosti, pon¢kud diskutabilni. Sluzbou v SNP se fakticky historie Avie
B-534 uzavira. Pfes zminénou nepfizenl osudu se Avie B-534, diky délce své sluzby i historickému obdobi, kdy ve sluzbé
byla, stala jednim ze symbolt ceskoslovenského letectva. A to symbolem jednozna¢né pozitivnim.
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ATTENTION * UPOZORNENI * ACHTUNG * ATTENTION * EE

NEA Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room.
2= Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed fo suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.
i Pfed zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni ndvod. Pii pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané mistnosti. Lepidia ani

barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poZiti drobnych dilu.
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OPTIONAL BEND OPEN HOLE SYMETRICALASSEMBLY ~ NOTCH REMOVE APPLY EDUARD MASK AND PAINT
VOLBA OHNOUT  VYVRTAT OTVOR SYMETRICKA MONTAZ ZAREZ ~ ODRIZNOUT ~ POUZIT EDUARDS MASK NABARVIT
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COLOURS BARVY * FARBEN *
GSi Creos (GUNZE)
AQUEOUS Mr.COLOR AQUEOUS Mr.COLOR

RED LIGHT GRAY
GREEN BLACK GREEN
BROWN TIRE BLACK
SILVER [55] KHAKI
FLATWHITE Mr.COLOR GX
FLAT BLACK GX5 BLUE |
METAL BLACK Mr.METAL COLOR
WOOD BROWN DARK IRON |

2 RED BROWN COPPER |
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POZOR NA SPRAVNE VZEPETI
SPODNIHO KRIDLA - VIz CELNi
BEWARE BOTTOM WING DIHEDRAL
- SEE PAGE 7 FRONT VIEW

POHLED NA STR.7




POZOR NA SPRAVNOU ORIENTACI A POZICI

VZPER!

BEWARE CORRECT STRUT POSITION!
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UPPER WING
BOTTOM SURFACE
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A No.4 Air Regiment, 34th Squadron, Hradec Kralove, Czechoslovakia,

st, 1937
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No.2 Air Regiment, 51st Squadron, Olomouc, Czechoslovakia,

May 1937 - March 1939
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No. 3 Air Regiment, 37th Squadron, Piestany, Czechoslovakia,
summer 1938
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STENCILING POSITIONS
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