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   The development of these late versions of the Bf 109G, including Bf 109G-6/AS, G-14/AS and Bf 109G-10s, 
manufactured in a series of related and therefore similar versions,  was the German aviation industry’s response 
to a requirement to quickly supply Luftwaffe units with high performance fighters  to combat the Allied bombing offensive 
of the spring of 1944. The appearance of the P-51B and D Mustang with the 8th and 15th American Air Forces showed 
that the need to offset the increasing obsolescence of German fighters was becoming critical. The anticipated 
replacement of the then standard Messerschmitt Bf 109G-6/G-14 with the Bf 109K, powered by the DB 605D, was not 
yet possible in the spring of 1944 due to the protracted development of the airframe and engine alike. The design 
element of Messerschmitt in Regensburg found an interim solution by installing the DB 605AS into the Bf 109G-6 and 
G-14, and this modification made use of items that were already designed and were construction ready, intended to be 
used in the engine installation in the Bf 109K. 
   Simply put, the DB 605AS (and DB 605D) were created by installing the larger supercharger from the DB 603 
in the DB 605A. The performance of these superchargers was around 25% greater than the ones installed in the 
DB 605A. The first developmental version of the DB 605 outfitted with the larger supercharger was the DB 605AS, 
originally designated as the DB 605A (Sonder).  The DB 605AS powered the BF 109G-6/AS and the Bf 109G-14/AS, 
and a lesser number of Bf 109G-10s. 
   In the summer of 1944, deliveries began of the DB 605D, in development since 1942, with an automatic barometric 
supercharger rpm control system, dictated by altitude. After the initial DB 605DM and DMO were produced, these 
engines were delivered in two main versions. The DB 605DB was used with B4 fuel in conjunction with the MW50 
methanol water injection system, and the DB 605DC, burning 96 octane C3 fuel, without the MW50 system installed. 
Nevertheless, the DB 605DC had the MW50 vents installed, enabling the conversion of the DB 605DC to the DB 605DB 
and vice versa. The DB 605D were installed exclusively with the larger FO.987 oil cooler, a larger, 54 litre oil tank, and 
larger supercharger air intake.
   Production of the Bf 109G-10 powered by various models of the DB 605D, replaced the Bf 109G-6/AS and 
G-14/AS in the fall of 1944. A common feature of all Bf 109G-10s, besides the aforementioned installation of some 
version of the DB 605D and the associated wider engine cowl (‘Horse’s Ass’), was the installation of the larger FO.987 
oil cooler instead of the original FO.870 in the G-6/G-14, larger ALF 907C wing radiators instead of the original ALF 
750Bs, larger supercharger air intakes and VDM 9-12159 propeller. Also common features were the simplified 
Erlahaube canopy and tall fin. The Bf 109G-10 was manufactured at three facilities: Erla Leipzig, Messerschmitt 
Regensburg and Wiener Neustadter Flugzeugwerke. The G-10 was to be an interim aircraft, pending the production 
of the modernized Bf 109K, also powered by the DB 605D. In reality, the first G-10s did not begin to arrive from Erla 
Leipzig at their intended units until October, 1944, essentially at the same time as the first Bf 109K-4s, produced 
by Messerschmitt A.G. in Regensburg.  
   It should be noted that the genesis of the G-10 was different with each of these three facilities producing it, and each 
tackled production within its own means. This makes for basically three sub variants of the G-10. The first 
to go into production was the Erla G-10, which was entrusted the responsibility of producing the Bf 109G-10 
as a quick, temporary replacement for the delayed Bf 109K-4 project. Production at Erla began in September, 1944, and 
1709 aircraft were delivered in two production blocks. Messerschmitt A.G. in Regensburg produced around 120 
DB 605D powered Bf 109G-10 in production block 13xxxx between November and December, 1944. This was to catch 
up to the production of Bf 109G-14/AS aircraft with the DB 605D, while it is interesting to note that a number of the 
aircraft with the DB 605D remained designated as the Bf 109G-14/AS. Mtt. Regensburg  then focused on producing the 
Bf 109K-4. In December, 1944, production began of the Bf 109G-10/U4 at WNF Diana. Production of these aircraft 
came out of the mating of the DB 605D with the Bf 109G-14/U4 airframe with the DB 605A, and became somewhat 
of a peculiarity, differing from the approach taken by Erla. The likely reason for initiating production of their own version 
of the Bf 1009G-10 instead of the Regensburg K-4s, at the time already in production, was the anticipated problems with 
startup of Bf 109K-4 manufacture under conditions brought about by Allied bombings of the WNF facility. There were 
issues with implementing all the necessary changes required for the startup of the new version, and with the 
co-ordination of the supply chain from the various suppliers that would be involved. To understand this decision, it needs 
to be taken into account that, of all the firms involved in Bf 109 manufacture, the WNF plant was under the greatest 
pressure from Allied bombings and was the closest to the front. Production at WNF accounted for just shy of 800 aircraft, 
and in all, there were some 2600 Bf 109G-10s made.

Bf 109G-10 Mtt. Regensburg, Production Block 13xxxx

   The Messerschmitt mother plant in Regensburg produced 120 (some sources state 123) Bf 109G-10s through 
November and December, 1944, the bulk of which were converted from Bf 109G-14/AS by installing a DB 605D where 
some remained marked as G-14/AS. The last three pieces were delivered in January, 1945. These aircraft were 
externally virtually identical to previous G-14/AS aircraft coming out of Mtt. Regensburg (78xxxx Production Block), and 
differed only in small details only.
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A
   Horst Petzschler was born in Berlin on September 1st, 1921 and joined the Luftwaffe on April 1st, 1941. After undergoing fighter pilot training, he was 
assigned to JG 51 on August 23rd, 1943, and it was there he would gain his first three kills. On April 13th, 1944, he was transferred to 2./JG3 which was a 
component of the Defence of the Reich structure, but by June 1944, he would return to JG 51 on the Eastern Front. On May 4th, 1945, III./ JG51 was relocated 
to Schleswig-Holstein from eastern Prussia. Horst Petzschler did not reach that location due to a navigation error and landed at Bulltofta in Sweden, where he 
was interned and in January 1946, the Swedes handed him over to the Soviets. He was released from captivity on September 22nd, 1949. On his return, he 
worked for the Berlin Police Department and in 1953, he emigrated to Canada and then the United States, where he worked in the aviation industry. He retired 
in 1988. Over the course of the Second World War, he downed 26 enemy aircraft. The number 0297 is brush painted ahead of the tail plane, the last four digits 
of the serial number. Not all sections of the bottoms of the wings were painted in RLM76, but for reasons of short supplies were left in natural metal. 

W. Nr. 130297, flown by Fw. Horst Petzschler, 10./ JG 51, Bulltofta, Sweden, 
May 1945 



B W. Nr. 130368, 5./ NJG 11, Fassberg, Germany 1945 

   The all-grey painting of aircraft with 5./NJG 11 was used on the so-called 'Mosquito Hunters' from the 5./ NJG 11 at the beginning of 1945. The surface of the 
aircraft was polished for maximum aerodynamic effectiveness. The last combat against Mosquitos took place through March 1945, after which these aircraft 
were pressed into service in night attacks against Allied ground equipment.
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