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lhe 88mm gun was not known only for its anti-aircraft performance in World War Il, but it shone due to its versatility,
>specially its anti-tank capability. Because of its forward-thinking design, it did not lag behind until the end of the war.
t is generally recognized that the 88 gun was the most powerful artillery in WWII.

he first recorded use of the 88mm anti-aircraft gun on ground targets was by the Condor Group in the Spanish Civil
ar, and the first time the gun began to establish a widely known reputation as an anti-armor gun was during the
ellow campaign of the German invasion of France at the beginning of World War I, and Rommel is one of the
ommanders mentioned in numerous documents and records as having used it in this way.

n May 1940, Rommel's 7th Tank Division was advancing from Belgium to Dunkirk, France, when it encountered a
ounterattack by a group of British heavy tanks, against which the German 3.7 cm PaK 36 anti-tank guns were
elpless. In the nick of time, a German anti-aircraft company lowered its 88mm guns and fired back at the British
anks. Nine British tanks were instantly destroyed by the German anti-aircraft guns and had to retreat immediately.
his battle impressed Rommel with the power of the 88mm anti-aircraft guns.

hen Germany launched the Barbarossa campaign, facing the Soviet KV-1 and T-34 tanks, the army's main 3.7 cm
aK 36 anti-tank gun could barely penetrate their armor from the front, and the 88 mm gun was timely to fill the
indow of German anti-armor fire during this period, and also led to the development of improved models specifically
esigned to deal with tanks later in the war.

hen the Allies launched Operation Torch in North Africa in 1942, Rommel used the 88mm anti-aircraft gun against
he Allied tanks, and its tremendous penetrating power allowed it to easily destroy Allied tanks and armored vehicles.
uch suffering. Although the Allies eventually succeeded in expelling the Germans from North Africa, this was mainly
ue to the cutting of German supply lines.
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