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In June 1942 the Japanese military launched an assault
on the Aleutian Islands, which succeeded in occupying
Attu Island and Kiska Island. In May of 1943, American
forces recaptured Attu from the Japanese, who then
decided to withdraw from Kiska. Evacuation by
submarine was initially successful, but after the loss of 3
subs responsibility for the withdrawal was given to a
surface fleet of 3 light cruisers and 11 destroyers. With the
Americans in control of the sea and air around the
Aleutians, Japan's only hope for success lay in taking
cover in the dense fog that often shrouded the islands.
+ Afteralong period of clear weather, the fog was predicted
1o retum on July 25th, and the fleet sortied as planned. On
July 29th the fleet landed in Kiska harbor and successfully
evacuated the entire occupation force of 5,200 men in the
amazingly short time of 55 minutes. More than fog was on
their side however, as on July 23rd the American forces
had misread their radar, and opened fire on a non-existent
Japanese fleet. Thus depleting their fuel and ammo, the
American ships blockading Kiska had to retum for
replenishment, and were therefore absent when the
Japanese fleet passed by. The light cruiser Abukuma took
part in the evacuation of Kiska as flagship of the 1st
Destroyer Squadron, taking on as many as 1,202
withdrawing troops.
Abukuma belonged to the Nagara-class of 5,500 ton
displacement light cruisers built in the 1920s. She was the
sixth, and final, vessel of the class and like her sister ships
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possessed a gently curving, spoon-shaped bow, high
sides, compact bridge, tipod mast and three
smokestacks. Her top speed of 36 knots was made
possible by a 90,000hp engine, which outstripped even
that of a Nagato-class battleship. Her initial armament
consisted of seven 140mm guns, two 80mm AA guns and
a complement of eight 610mm torpedoes.
Following completion on May 26th, 1925, Abukuma
suffered a collision with the cruiser Kitakami on October
20th, 1930. During repairs, her bow was changed from
spoon-shape to double-curved shape. She was the only
member of the Nagara—class to feature a different bow
shape than her sister ships, and was thus easily
distinguishable. She underwent a number of modifica-
tions and upgrades during her career, with the latest
made in February 1941, just prior to the outbreak of warin
the Pacific. Her complement of 610mm torpedoes was
doubled from 8 to 16, greatly increasing her effectiveness
in battle. On November 26th, 1941 she set sail from
Hitokappu Bay in the Kurile Islands as an escort for Vice
Admiral Nagumo's Carrier Stiking Force which was
Pearl Harbor. On December 7th, 1941,
Abukuma and the destroyer Akigumo screened the
carﬁetswhi!etheylaunchedﬂ\eirsh'ikeforceplaxm.She
subsequently took part in actions in the South Pacific and
Indian Ocean, escorting invasion fleets and Carrier Strike
Forces. In May of 1942, Abukuma and her 1st Destroyer
Squadron were reassigned to the Northem Force, and
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took part in the Battle of the Aleutian Islands. In March of
1943, she took part in the Battle of the Komandorski
Islands, and in July assisted in the successful evacuation
of forces from Kiska Island. In October of 1943 she
retumed to Yokosuka naval base and had her AA
capabilities reinforced with the addition of twin mounted
127mm high angle guns, and a large number of 25mm
and 13mm AA machine guns. In October of 1944,
Abukuma and the 5th Fleet took part in the Battle of Leyte
Gulf. On October 25th, during the Battle of Surigao Strait,
she was struck on the left side by a torpedo fired by an
American PT Boat. Resuming course the next day, she
was attacked and sunk by 30 B-24 Liberator bombers off
the coast of Negros Island.

In spite of the fact that the Nagara-class was already
outmoded by the start of WWII, Abukuma performed
meritorious service as flagship of the 1st Destroyer
Squadron. She is one of the most celebrated ships of the
wartime Japanese fleet.

This kit depicts Abukuma as she appeared during the
attack on Pearl Harbor:

Standard displacement: 5,170 tons

Full-load displacement: 5,570 tons

Length: 162.15m, Beam: 14.17m, Output: 90,000hp,

Speed: 36 knots

Armament (Pearl Harbor): 140mm gun x 7, 25mm twin

MG x 2, 13mm quad MG x 1, quadruple 610mm torpedo

launcher x 2, Type 94 floatplane(E7K) x 1
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A WARNING @Make sure to heat sprue with >PS< /‘y._\
marking. Other sprue may generate poisonous gas if heated.
CAUTION @Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before
commencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child
assembles the model. @ When assembiling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra care
should be taken to avoid personal injury. .Read and follow the instructions supplied with
paints and /or cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of small children.
Children must not be allowed to put parts in their mouths, or pull vinyl bag over their heads.
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