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Following the Washington Naval Treaty of 1921, which
placed various limits on the navies of each naval power,
the London Naval Treaty in 1930 placed further
restrictions on smaller warships, including the number
of cruisers that each country could maintain. With older
ships such as the Tenryu-class set for retirement, and
Japan given a special allowance, the Japanese navy
had the capacity for 50,955 tons of new light cruiser
armed with 6-inch guns. Six 8,500-ton ships were
planned, four Mogami-class and two Tone-class.

The four Mogami-class ships were among the 39
vessels built under the First Fleet Replenishment
Program in 1931, and construction of Mogami, the lead
ship, began at Kure Naval Arsenal that October. Initial
requirements called for 5 triple 15.5cm gun turrets, 4
triple 61cm torpedo launchers, 4 twin 12.7cm gun
mounts, 4 twin 26mm gun batteries for anti-aircraft fire,
2 twin 13mm gun batteries to protect the bridge, plus a
hull which could withstand 20cm gun fire, top speed of
37 knots, and a range of 8000 nautical miles at a
cruising speed of 14 knots. All of this was to be
achieved within the aforementioned 8,500 ton limit.

Considering the weight of its weaponry in relation to
the strict displacement limits imposed upon the ship,
the Mogami's designers opted for a slimline hull
pioneering the use of lightweight CNC armor plate, and
with a small bridge for as low a center of gravity as
possible. Hull side NVNC armor was sloped at 20
degrees; additionally, extensive use of electric welding
gave considerable weight savings compared to rivets,
and where possible aluminum was used for fittings and
part of the bridge structure. The 10 high-pressure
Kanhon boilers provided an output of 150,000hp, in the
same league as the feted Yamato-class. New triple
15.5cm gun turrets were capable of sufficient elevation
to use them for anti-aircraft fire, while turret 3 was
raised above the others in a new layout. The stem was

also fitted with an additional high-angle gun, while the
tall new tripod type aft mast had an aircraft crane at the
base. On the interior, hammocks were replaced by
3-man steel frame bunks, with lockers and showers
added to make the Mogami feel a little more like home.
Like other Japanese navy ships at the time, the
Mogami was designed to be up-armed once the
restrictions dictated by the naval treaties were lifted,
with the result that they were top-heavy and lacking in
stability. Almost immediately after the Mogami was
launched in March 1934, the capsizing of the Tomozuru
{the “Tomozuru incident”) shook the Japanese navy
and forced them into a re-evaluation of the stability of
both existing ships such as the Mogami, and those
under construction. A smaller bridge was installed in an
attempt to lower the Mogami's center of gravity, but
additional hull-strengthening modifications led to an
even greater 11,200-ton displacement. In official trials
in March 1935, cracks and warping appeared in
sections of her hull, leading to some hasty repairs
completed that July. The fixes were to prove all too
temporary, however, their inadequacy highlighted by
damage sustained in the “4th Fleet Incident:” The
Mogami experienced vibrations and strange noises,
with some hull plates crumpling under the onslaught of
a massive typhoon. This was a decisive sethack and
led to her being sent for refitting between April 1936
and February 1938. During that period the hull was
further reinforced, a bulge was added and the aft mast
shortened. Having withdrawn from the Second London
Naval Treaty, Japanese planners embarked upon a
modemization scheme which saw Mogami-class
cruisers fitted with 20.3cm gun turrets and converted
into heavy cruisers. Incidentally, the 15.5cm guns
removed during the process were re-equipped on the
famed Yamato.
At the outbreak of the Pacific War in late 1941, the four

Mogami-class ships took part in the invasion of
Malaya, and in March the following year the Mogami
and her sister ship Mikuma - together with 5th
Destroyer Flotilla — sank the Australian light cruiser
HMAS Perth and the American heavy cruiser USS
Houston in the Battle of Sunda Strait. The Battle of
Midway proved less successful for the Mogami,
however, as she collided with the Mikuma and needed
emergency repairs at the naval base on Truk island
before being able to make it back to the Japanese
archipelago. While full repairs were being carried out
from September that year, the Mogami was converted
again, this time into an aircraft carrying cruiser, and she
emerged in June 1943 to join the 3rd Fleet and steam
south. However, damage sustained in a U.S. air assault
on Rabaul that Movember forced her back to Kure once
again for refitting.

She finally met her end in the Battle of Leyte Guilf,
October 1944, Direct hits to her bridge from U.S.
aircraft were compounded by her colliding with the
heavy cruiser Nachi, and the Japanese navy was left
with no choice other than to scuttle the Mogami, the
task performed by the destroyer Akebono. Thus the
Mogami sank, leaving the memory of a ship used as a
light cruiser, heavy cruiser and aircraft carrying cruiser.

Japanese Light Cruiser Mogami Specifications
Standard displacement: 12,000t

Length: 200.6m Beam:19.2m

Machinery : 4-shaft Kanhon turbine x 4

Maximum output : 152,000hp Maximum speed : 34.7kn
Armamaent : 15.5cm triple gun x 5,

12.7cm twin anti-aircraft gun x 4, 25mm twin gun x 4,
13mm twin gun x 2, 61cm triple torpedo tube x 4
Scout floatplanes : Nakajima ESN1 “Dave”,
Kawanishi E7TK1 “Alf"
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Paints required

TS-66@ S BETRY L (BAHE) /
IJN Gray (Kure arsenal)

TS-69@') ./ s LBt /
Linoleum deck brown

X-11 @%0—Libs\— / Chrome silver
X-12 @d—)LFJ—7 /Gold leaf

XF-1 @7= w25 w4 /Flat black

XF-2 @7Zvbkik74F /Flat white
XF-7 @75 wkLvF /Flat red

XF-9 @/\LLvF /Hull red

XF-24@4—247 - / Dark grey

XF-56@ A2\ ) w247 | Metallic grey

XF-57@ /17 / Buff

XF-64@L v F7Z722 / Red brown
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8T IE) CORRECTION

O T ZRRICIIRL D BYE LD TITERLET.
XF24lcE X TXF-752EALTLIEEL,

@There is an error in the painting instructions in this manual.
Please use XF-75 in places where XF-24 is instructed.

XF-24@%—25 4 I Darkgrey XF-24

EEly

= %

LN Gray (Kure Arsenal)

31359 1/700 LC Mogami (11054785)
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(B E UL ERSL ) Not used,
D20, F1, F11, G2x1, G6x1, G9x2, G10, G11, G12x2, G14x1

G15x1, G16, G17, G191, G20~24, J1x1, W1, W2x2, W3~7 -

W9-12, W14, W15x1, W16, W17, W20, W22, W25, W26=2
W27-32, W35~37, W39-40, Wa1xs, Wd2x1, W43
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___PAINTING

Painting the Light Cruiser Mogami

Japanese Navy ships were painted in a blue-tinged dark gray, with
the hull beneath the waterline finished in dull red. The hull and steel
plate deck sections were painted in a gray peculiar to Kure Arsenal,
and linoleum deck sections featured their unique shade of brown,
Funnel tips were painted black, and the waterproof covers at the
base of the gun barrels were white. Painting instructions for details
such as aircraft are indicated during assembly,

AAEOERER, TRE2BLTEE V. MBOEEIEE
UEPILQDIT—YE REVYHAST—DHZ—F 2 —THER
LELE.

s Refer to painting diagram for painting of hull. Detailed
painting is outlined in the instruction manual. @, denctes
numbers for Tamiya Paint Colors.




[l HO33Y SEARCH

e BRI e
o ARADMAITT o T v

Hull Make hol l_:-;-..'fag' IS -
areoles. <7 Weight
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s H‘C‘. " Do not cement. Cut off.

A1 "okt

, Lower hull plate

., kEFEFIDSHEL
: TEET.

- iiie P * Attach in desired

T E £ % direction.

----

MNOTICE

2y ___
«

RUFry T B
Polycap ="

RUFry 7 n

Poly cap el

0615 ©2015 TAMIYA TAMIYA, INC. 3-7 ONDAWARA, SURUGA-KU, SHIZUOKA 422-8610 JAPAN 81359 1/700 LC Mogami (11054743)
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Superstructures

(1)

Funnel

(hREEEED (e
Anti-aircraft gun deck Aft bridge G7. ?

{Ly  Wa1@= xF-58 (RY  W41@-xFs6

HEHB OOHZY 43
Attaching bridge

L o

HTOEBDAFTITET—7
FEIET,
Number of decal to apply.

W15 W26

ia-h)
’?#}n e L
i G15

RV TRENE T,
e Cut out flag and attach using glua,

e MEER A i i
mOET.

% Attach main bridge
first, then attach funnel,
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Attaching boats and superstructures

£W13) w243
XF-B4 XF.24 XF.2 AF-2

£12.7em¥s M Ea ;
12.7cm high angle guns }ﬁ @xF-2

Jed R T.
hiake 4, W33 e

*EWBICT—2 B 6. 0 EREROBIET.
ERROmY ﬂfm—mmmﬁl:x%v{:ﬁzn

Aftaching aircraft e fpply one of (5, (51, and (7, Use extra stickess nsyouwish. [ Mz{—etak R (B
Kawanishi ETK1 "Al" s
: O &6,

CURSUK BRI (A) il ¥
Makajima EBM1 “Dave” Pl 1
b T L
JeMako 2,

1
5,67 S
d G 21 XF-7
| L7
ey xff.?l
Lam 28T b
Standby 2 Ready to launch

[ =t i Tealea R FRYIRT SRaNva T ik .23 o)
Attaching aircralt onto eatapult

G12,L5 &m Wad frdel b
Trealley Catapult

RSO LR, AUk EHERORERE
BEaTLELS, Hilosit, #Elol S FY
wgrThsULHIRERLL,

@The upper part of the trolley played the role of &
craclo and was shid onto the catapult tegoethes with
ther mircralft,




